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The Elements of Vedic Rituals reflected in the Paspauahnika of
the Mahibhicya

Prof. Manoj Kumar Mishra

Head, Deptt of Veda

Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (Deemed University)
Janakpuri, New Delhi

This is a popular proverb in Indian Sastric tradition-3%& & SIS~ This axiom
is applicable to the Mahabhacya of Patanjali also. At very outset, while explaining 31
TRMETH. he promises to describe grammatical structure of Vedic and classical

words-shl IESMM? wifehehMi SfHMEHI In the context of Vedic words, he furnishes
the examples from the SaAhitas of all the four Vedas. We find sophisticated reference
of Vedic rituals at various places of the Mahabhécya. I am confining myself to the
Paspatidhnika only. The sage Pataiijali enumerates five chief objectives of the study of

Grammar-
TRl : JASHY (TS99, )

The second objective 38 is common in MimadAsa tenet also. There is a formula in the
MimaAsasitra-38: (H1.9.1.2.5), the purport of which according to Acarya SayaGa

runs thus-

GHAEHAE T GHaaefa™ agfaaue=ted J&du 08 3e:| qad-3T=H A
Ay, fadisg o (ds1.3.6.6.1) 3 Wepd: TEIfaed meras:) & 9 g fagd
wEY Gf ¢ S A B 37e: ) TEEE | ‘3T |l AR e oA

(RTeRHTfHehT)

The analogous view is expressed by Maharci Patafijali- 358: @eaid = ngﬁsf\l'i k|

aifafaafertyer F=n frIfed:| 7 aees Jrd geuu Jure foaRomtaae: |

Viz the Mantras in the Veda are neither read in all the case-endings nor in all genders.

These (Mantras) ought to be modified as needed by a person involved in sacrificial

(a0)
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process. Kaiyyama unravels the meaning of afore-stated passage of the Mahabhacya in
following words- Tehfdafgshfa: sdefa Hiuigshetormentud = yepfayeadiargg Sarmehor:
TSI | =S - ord o W Freafia’| “ e =% feug semasasm:” st
I = o Sed| gEE @ e e

Daruta-PirGamasa is model of all Icmis, it is why all the components are narrated in
this context (I THUEINURYT: T Tehid:, LHHSI® 22) where as G is a modification,
since all the components are not narrated here. Agneya Yéga is an important feature of
TLIYUET, so oblation is poured with formula-3Ta @1 & eI In 9 Fire (Agni)
is replaced by the sun god. Hence, there occurs a modification in the Mantra tuned to
T in form of declining it in dative case (73, §aM). This observation is of great

ritualistic value.

While speaking in terms of 38=<g (Doubtlessness), the sage Patafijali states-3TfehT:
- ey arETi e aEueddl T G<g:- el T gudt 9 ey,
TN qufet I U Ayl | ASAeRoT: Tdls et A qeugye it adl
TgHie:, 1Y FHMNIERE qasdegey: (TEIeMm.) |

In above-quoted fragment, Patafijali points towards the rite of touching of a draught
cow of some certain quality for the dual deity-Agni-VaruGa. It is a brilliant example of
Patanjalis vast knowledge of Vedic liturgy. In the rite of Pitr%mg¢dha, the touching of a

draught ox is prescribed. The corresponding Mantra applied during this act reads-

FTEIEHERITR YR & |
T 7 T 39 9 I FRon wEll (ALE.35.13)

The Katyayana-cerauta-stitra describes application of above-quoted Mantra in following

words-

gt 7 3 FeR s g s R e AR Mg a =S
(H1.A.9.21.4.23)

3T is nothing else but 3T, as evidenced by the commentaries of Uvama and
Mahidhara on the word 3TaR9M& | This word is explained as 3T@HMz by the duo of

(a0)
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commentators. It is clear that 3™ (touching) of 37Jg& (draught ox) is injuncted
but not of a female. The description of Patafijali would be belonging to some other

recession of the Veda, where touching of a female might have been prescribed.

Let us see another example-3f=ehl: T3f<- “ SAfEANRULR GI4 YA HREAHE
frEgq” (JEem.)

The performers of the sacrifice read “A person, who has established sacred fire, ought

to perform expiatory rite of FREIIE having used wrong words”

The similar description is available at various places of Vedic literature and liturgical
texts, associated with the Veda. For instance- one such reference from

UatapathabrahmaGa is being put forward here-

T AR G S AT At S a5 Sl de o e RREd | a
B gt Sediad @ Tenfa” s aHesice fe sfarfedl (MAL1.1.4.9)

Viz if he speaks human language before pouring of the oblation, he must mutter the
(verse) devoted to lord VicGu (33 fawijfa=rshd etc.) or the Yajus of the same deity.
Since, VicGu himself is yajia, thus he re-initiates the sacrifice. This is an expiatory

rite....... We can conceive how accurate is observation of Patafjali.

We come to another example- FTfxhl: TS<I-TIRATe G e A fageag
HeRER-EeT g HyeurwmaaRyfdftaa) dfg ufdfteddd wafdl “gaar =rqeer =1 9™
% HA dfgad” 3fdl (Teder.)

Viz the knowers of sacrifices read- after ten days one should name his son. The first
consonant of name should be voiced (¥%), whereas middle one a semi-vowel. Any
lengthened syllable should not occur in the beginning of name. The name should contain
some parts of the names of three immediate fore-fathers. The name of child should be
devoid of the nomenclature of enemies. Only such name earns prestige. The name
should be two-syllabled or quadro-syllabled ending in primary suffix not in secondary

suffix.
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The similar view is found in the Gr%hya-siitra of Paraskara-Segcei STEHOT St
aar T8 U1 &R TqRER a1 HveRE<-ael JETeM $a ar aead (TWIE1.
17.1-2)1

Paraskara prescribes that child should be named by father. Though, there is no mention
of grand-father or great grand-father etc as name-models, yet Harihara mentions the
option of grandfather etc. as name-models- T8 frar=IfcA™ deRar)

We glide to an other example-ATfeT: Taf<1-" Jare: Wfawfaen: wm@i:" sfa (Tewem.)
viz the knowers of ritualistic process read-""the Prayajas must be performed with proper
application of case-endings. There is diversified view on the nature of Praydjas. In
Darua-PirGamasa, there are five fore-offerings under the name of ¥<1l The five Prayajas
are- |Hq, A9, $€ df: and TMEHRI The number of Prayajas is eleven in animal

sacrifice.

An other example is worthy beholding- 3] @y Taerdl STEHUN JaNerAl TSI
anfHemeal 999:" “When a sacrificer is to perform a specific Yaga, if the sacrifier is a
BrahmaGa, he should consume milk; a royal sacrificer should consume gruel; whereas

a sacrificer of merchant class should consume anfqam’’

Such type of prescription is found in the context of the Somayaga. the corresponding

formulae of Katyayana-trauta-siitra are being extracted here-

el e (F1I.G,7.4.20)
“qRd o TS dealiterdl wera:” 3 weergfa:
T ASTIEHE e (10,9, 7.4.25)
od Wafdl qugam ffere: el F@ g ..., | qeianfaen

AT T SMfhen Tpied e (SRegr:)
An other example is being presented here- “Sed: @Ifed a1 99: @Ig” S| 99
T qYaerHIdHIREd | I I Afchiousd ey o WRIeY a3 fa4:
ERCING NS

Y
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The sacrificial post should be made of either @<t =« = faeal The sacrificial post is used
for tying up of animal victim. Having erected or not erected any wood, the animal

victim can be tied to, but there is f=H|

Now, the relevant part of Katyayana-urauta-siitra, containing the same purport is being

presented here-

AT TEATOTHY[ShTRIGES ST TeIg HEATNTd-o0| 191d @ftfacorifgderral afeae
a3 (HLET.6.1.8-10)

Viz the sacrificial post is made of such Palaga tree, which comprises abundant leaves,
should neither be dry nor wet, the covering barks and branches of which are upwards
and which is curved in the front (at the top) and middle, if Palaua is not available, then
sacrificial post should be made of Khadira in NirGhapaceubandha. In a Soma-yaga if
even Khadira is not available, then the wood of Bilva or Rauhitaka must be used to

carve out sacrificial post.

The mention made by sage Patafij ali-* sea: ey o I9: H1q " apparently seems to be

associated with &SI

The Following statement of Pataijali containing the application of a formula (JS[F=)

is reckonable-
I HUTA T ST - Ui TRl S aod ety

Having kept pot-sherds one fire one utters the #=-snfafdi This Mantra with slight
variation is obtained in the V.S. as JomAferid qusn qeeed (=1.4.1.18), viz be heated by
the heat of penance of Bhr%gus and AEgirasas.

This formula is applied in covering of the pot-sherds with fire-ambers (brands)-

JOHCTETITE T, #.5.9,2.4.37

A slight variation in the Mantra and its application as read, adopted by Patafijali is

surely on basis of T+’ (Recessional variation).

)
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One more important thing is to be headed to in above three examples. The sage Pataijali
in all three examples has termed them as ‘Niyama’. Niyama is a sort of injunction in
the school of PirvamimaAsa, which they define as-F=m: aifes =fdl

There is a distinguished ritualistic example, most often presented by PlirvamimaAsakas-
oig 31asf<l (He beats paddy grains with pestle). This beating of paddy is performed
to separate the husk from rice. The separation of rice can be done in other ways also
like “Tearing the paddy with nails” (F@feger). But, out of so many options of unhusking
the paddy, only 3Fq is prescribed. This process is termed as =1

When Bilva or khadir wood is used to carve out sacrificial post, only then the
metaphysical imprint (3799) is generated. The same should be understood in case of
TAer: etc and heating of the pot-sherds with the Mantra-S7onfHfd|

While explaining the Vartika 3T9ge Ir&9aq Patafijali states- TR 319y
FEITACIRTUAT CTErT ;| Tl ST SToRifent ST AeRIioT =11 7 =il shivag@msidl
SacgremRrE o gfa Fen AfFewr: ISR (TEE. )

Viz The words like 39 etc. are no more in use, yet these are to be taken into account for

grammatical treatment as the Dirghasatras are treated by %ﬁﬂ'ﬂ? etc. No one ventures
upon the performance of Dirghasatras of hundred years and thousand years now a
days. Only it is a righteous deed vouchsafed by the sages, taking this fact into
consideration ritualistic school prescribes it through & (Fheq) |

The observation of Pataijali is extremely remarkable and shows his vast and deep
pedantry over vedic rituals. According to Katyayana-urauta-sitra the Satra of hundred

years span is associated with the Sadhyas, so it is termed as HIEAMMEITH, The Satras of

one thousand years are called fovegsTHITE-

IAGIER A, TegGaR foavage (FLALG, 24.5.23-24)

An other place of Mahabhacya, where ritualistic flavor exists, is also being pointed

out-

— 3T T, TEEWR 2099 ﬁ\@—




—— 3T UUH:, TEE@T 2090

AT TATH R - ASHTRHA oo/t 9 3 =Fme a1 “isf Afeed o 9 3
e 3|

Viz the Vedic words say-"one who performs 3T and knows it in this way”.”One
who piles fire (related to ekl or named after him) and knows it thus”

AT is name of first Soma-sacrifice, which according to Katyayana-trauta-siitra is
performed during Vasanta(Spring)-se=isfeid: (s1.41.9,7.1.5). The same way pilling
of fire, named after the name of =&l is a prime ritualistic feature of some of the

branches of Kr%cGayajurveda.

In light of above description, it becomes evidently clear that knowledge of
Patanjali was for vast. Vedic rituals with all substitutes were well known to this

grammarian of supreme class.

)

—  RNI: UTTMUL00029 ISSN : 2347-9892—

-y
©

€



= RNI: UTTMUL00029 ISSN : 2347-9892=———

)
=)

— T UH:, fEAER 2009 (1

(



—  RNI: UTTMUL00029 ISSN : 2347-9892—

POLITICAL CRISIS OF 1657-58 A.D

RITU

RESEARCH SCHOLAR

INDIRA GANDHI UNIVERSITY MEERPUR
REWARI

On Political developments which took place in 1657-58 A.D., there emerge four points
(a) the war of succession (b) Jihad (c) civil war and (d) revolt. Historians who worked
on Aurangzeb’s reign, (1658-1707 A.D.) are divided on this question. Among modern
historians those who have commented on it, are J.N Sarkar, S.R. Sharma, A.L
Shrivastava, Lane Poole, Zahiruddin Farooqi, Shibli Nomani, R.P Tripathi, J. Ovington,
Waldemar, Neeru Misra, Satish Chandra, Athar Abbas Rizvi, Athar Ali, Paul Jackson,
Andre Wink, R.P Khosla, H.K Naqvi, Sidney Owen, J.F Richards, R.C Majumdar,
Najib Ashraf, among Pakistan historians are Shaikh Mohammad Ikram, Ishtiaq Husain
Qureshi, Iftekhar Ahmed Ghauri, Moinul Haq and Muhammad Aslam.' These Historians
are divided into three major groups, one highly critical of Aurangzeb and his policies,
the second glorify Aurangzeb and the third present a balanced a portrait of Mughal

emperor Aurangzeb.

After the news of Shah Jahan’s illness and rumours of his death spread in Agra in
October, 1657, Dara Shikuh imprisoned the Vakils of the princess as a result of which
correct news about Shah Jahan’s physical condition was not available to Aurangzeb,
Murad and Shuia. The intentions of Shah Jahan to crown Dara Shikuh as the heir
apparent by virtue of his being the eldest son were clear from the very beginning.
According to Muslim political Theory and the Turko-Mungol theory of kingship, Dara
Shikuh had to succeed Shahjahan. Thus all possible efforts were made to channelize
the flow of power in such a way as to make it clear to the nobility, the members of the
royal family and the masses, that Dara Shikuh was the successor. There was nothing
wrong in this because the eldest son had been the royal scepter as the successor right

from the days of Babur.
(1a0)
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Each of the princess who could have claimed a share in the Empire started to claim the
throne one by one. Murad Bakhsh was followed by Shah Shuja who declared himself
Mughal Emperor. Aurangzeb and Murad met on the 23 October, 1657 and decided to
form a common front. Aurangzeb and Murad decided to March towards Agra. To prevent
Murad and Aurangzeb advancing on Agra, Dara Shikuh decided to dispatch the army.
Jaswant Singh was deputed for this task. The success of Aurangzeb in the battle of
Dharmat enhanced his prestige. Dara’s fate was sealed when he was defeated by
Aurangzeb and Murad at the battle of Samugarh on the 29" May, 1658 A.D. Aurangzeb
entered Agra. Shortly afterwards, Shah Jahan was made captive. Soon after, Murad
Bakhsh was also made prisoner. On 21 June, 1658 Aurangzeb crowned himself emperor,
with the title of Alamgir. Having ascended the throne once and with the former emperor
in his captivity, Aurangzeb pursued and captured Dara Shikuh and Sulaiman Shikuh in

turn and got them conveniently liquidated along with Murad Bakhsh.

Contemporary Persian historians and European travelers have written about these battles.
Kazim Shirazi the official historians records that, ‘basically he (Aurangzeb) rose against
the ill designs of some anti-Islamic people and fought in support of Islam and it was
also quite clear to the people.’? Saqi Mustaid Khan another historian says that, “It was
necessary for various reasons to remove the dust of his (Dara’s) life.”” Saqi Mustaid
Khan further says that, “This emperor had to do with powerful enemies in a single
year. But through God’s grace he achieved victory everywhere by diut of his strong
arm and sharp sword.* An Ottoman ruler wrote to Aurangzeb that, “It is reckoned that
your Majesty, with blessing of the pious, the ulema nd the mashaikhs, will also endeavour
in every way to display your zeal for din-i-ahmadi and will strive to protect pure Shariat
of prophet.’ Ishwardas Nagar quotes a letter of Jahan Ara saying that, “In the life time
of your father both of you (Aurangzeb and Murad) should not assert a claim to the
throne of the kingdom was also imperor. Now, etiquete demands that warning the ring
of obedience in your ear of caution, you should do according to the wishes of the

exalted monarch”.°
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European travellers have also commented on it. Bernier observes that *“ The situation
further having inspired the rooms with projects of ambition, each laid claim to the
empire, and a war was kindleld among them.” Tavernier says that, “The revolutions
which took place in the Empire of the Great Mughal on account of the supposed death
of Shah Jahan are full of so many important and memorable incidents, that they deserve
to be known throughout the world.”® Mannucci comments that, “In 1658 Aurangzeb in

revolt against his father, moved on Agra.” °

On the basis of contemporary sources, modern historians also discussed this aspect.
Lane Poole, writes that, “It has been suggested that on Dara’s side religious sympathies
were assumed for political reasons, in order to win over the tributary Rajas, and governors
for the artillery, with a view to the coming struggle for the throne. As will be seen,
Dara’s emancipated ideas did him more harm than good, and formed a pretext for his
destruction.”!® J.N Sarkar writes that, “Qazi Abdul Wahab issued a decree asserting
that Shah Jahan was physically unfit to govern, the throne was virtually vacant and
therefore Aurangzeb’s accession to it was no violation of Quranic law." S.R Sharma
writes that, ‘Birht right is a vulgar road to kingly sway; Tis every dull- got elder brother’s
way, Drop from above he lights into a throne; Grows a piece with that he sits upon; But
who by force scepter does obtain, Right comes of course, whatever he was before;
Murder and usurption are no more.'? R.P Tripathi reveals that, “Babur did not like the
idea of the division of authority partnership in rule is a thing unheard of. The lead
given by the first two Mughal rulers was on the right lines, Humayun was the eldest
son of his father, and Akbar his eldest son. Nevertheless the definite recognition of the
right of minors was a more in the right direction. It strengthened monarchy in the same
proportion as it weakened the dangerous doctrine that the fittest had the last right to the
throne.”"? Satish Chandra writes that, “In anticipation of a war of succession, both Dara

and Aurangzeb had been counting nobles for a long time.”'*

Many historians in Pakistan have written on Aurangzeb. Ishtiaq Hussain Qureshi, the
Indian-turned-Pakistani historian opines that, “The orthodox had their hopes centred

in Aurangzeb who was not only orthodox in his beliefs and practices but also a puritan...

D
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Orthodoxy was again seated in the place of authority with the support of those who
believed in it and had fought for it." Qureshi further buttressed his argument by saying
that, Aurangzeb was greatly helped by the Nagshbandi influence in the war of succession,
and when he emerged victorious and ascended the throne as Mohiuddin Alamgir he
proved to the political culmination of Mujadidi movement.”'® Qureshi elaborates his
argument by saying that, “once the realization had come that the struggle was much
more basic than merely an effort for the restoration of orthodoxy, the sunnis should
have been ready to make greater effort to win the Shias over to their side and to wean
them from their alliances with the non-muslims. The effort was made but only when

Islam had become politically too weak."”

On this issue two significant questions come up. Firstly, since the coronation of an
emperor is basically related to monarchy, now we have to examine the position of
monarchy in Islam. Secondly, is it true, as Muhammad Aslam says, that the ulema and

mashaikh played a significant role in this struggle?
II

After the death of Prophet Muhammad, the Pious Caliphate came into existence in 632
A.D., when Muawiyah declared himself the ‘Caliph’. The main features of Pious
Caliphate were elected Caliphate, government by shura (Consultation), custodianship
of baitulmal (state treasury), independent judiciary, government free from racial
discriminations. The main features of mulukiyat (monarchy) were hereditary monarchy,
no freedom of expression, judiciary worked under the subordination of monarchs, state
treasury as their personal property, racial discrimination, abolition of superiority of
law. Large number of Muslims protested against these policies of Umaiyad rulers.'
The result of these protests was the tragedy of Karbala, dishonor of Prophet’s Mosque
at Madina, dishonor of Kaba and the rise of the mystic movement. Mystics knew that
these political changes brought by Muaviyah would not be restricted to polity only,
they would certainly influence society, religion and culture. They followed the policy

of aloofness from the state because they considered mulukiyat an un-Islamic institution.

(509)
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Abul Ala Maududi discussed it in detail in his work Khilafat-O-Mulukiyat. Maududi
writes, “This change had taken Muslim away from the features of Islamic state, which
greatly influenced the different aspects of the life of Muslims.'” Then again Maududi
says that when Caliphat was replaced by mulukiyat it had no control over Muslims and
these monarchs could not achieve respect in the Muslim society.?’ During those days
and even now there is a group of ulema who played a significant role in justifying the
mulukiyat, as a result of which that section of ulema and mashaikh were also paid in
the same coin. The position of the imams of shahi masajid (mosques built by emperors),
gazis and muftis which were earlier assigned on the basis of merit and peity, were now
converted into hereditary position. Most of the imperial mosques having hereditary
imams even today. One could see that those who have nothing to do with qaza (juduciary)
also write Qazi before their names, though they follow different professions from their
ancestors who were hereditary Qazis. In some of the Qasbas and small cities even
mohallas were named after these officers, for example Mohalla Qazi Para, in Aligarh,
Mohalla Qazi Zada in Amroha and Mufti Ganj in Lucknow. Even the mystics who
raised their voices against the hereditary monarchy, got influenced by the changed
political situation in course of time. The Khilafat Nama and the Sajjadah Nashini was
also assigned on the basis of knowledge and piety. (cf, the examples of Khwaja
Moinuddin Chishti, Khwaja Qutbuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki and Khwaja Nizamuddin
Auliya.) At a later stage these positions were also converted into hereditary positions.
In almost all the dargahs of the sufi the position of sajjah nashini, is hereditary. Most of
the ulema who worked on Muslim political thought also got influenced by the changed
political situation. They are Mawardi?!, Ghizali22, Ibn Taimiya?, Nizamul Mulk Tusi*,
Bagilani®’, Farab®®, Ibn Khalladun?’, and others. Mawardi’s Al-Ahkam Al-Sultania was
the great attempt to justify mulukiyat (monarchy). He deeply influenced Muslim political
thought. Ghizali’s political theory contained these elements, Caliph, the sultan and the
ulema. Thus we find that even Ghizali legitimize the mulukiyat (monarchy) Ibn Taimiya
recognized the sultan as the shadow of God. He is also of the opinion that even an
unjust or ignorant ruler is to be followed. Nizamul Mulk Tusi in his political thought

was deeply influenced by the Sassanid monarchy. Baqilani was concerned to refute
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and counter the arguments of sects and groups, which posed a threat to the continuance
of sharia government introduced by the sunnis. Farabi is only concerned with the
attainment of the happiness through political life. Ibn Khalladun finds nothing wrong
in power being wielded by a royal authority. Mawardi in his work Al-Ahkamus Sultania,
quoted Prophet Muhammad’s ahadis to show that the following of a tyrant ruler is also
obligatory. According to K.A. Nizami, ulema instead of solving the problems of changed
circumstances according to the Islamic principle of ijtihad basically moulded it in a
way to suit the changed condition. Though there was no place for “Sultan in Islam,

these ulema had taken support from ahadis (sayings of Prophet Muhammad) to justify

lt 2 28

In the same situation we also find a set of ulema who had nothing to do with the rulers
and political system. They emphasized the moral aspect of polity. One such was Kaikaus,
the author of Qabus Nama, another IbnTaqtaqi the author of Al-Fakhri.* Ibn Taqtaqi
delinked religion from politics. When Halaku conquered Baghdad in 1258 AD, he
convened a meeting of, ulema and asked them to give Fatwa on whether a judicious
pagan ruler is better or a tyrannical Muslim ruler. Among them one alim Maulana
Raziuddin Bin Tusi gave his opinion that a judicious pagan ruler is better, ulema

seconded this opinion and signed.”*°

If we survey the titles of works which were completed during this period they are also
quite significant. Books which were written on polity bore titles such as Al-Ahkamus
Sultania®', Nasihatul Muluk??, Zakhiratul Muluk?}, Fatawa-i-Jahanadari**, Adabul
Muluk®, Zikr al-Mulk?®, Suluk al-Muluk?®’, Tazkiratul Muluk®, Tarikh al-Uman wal-
Muluk?®, Suluk al-Muluk Fi Tadbir al Mumalik*’, Noorania-i-Sultania*', Riazus Salatin*?,
Adabul Muluk wa Kifayatul Muluk®. These titles suggest the bent of mind of ulema
towards mulukiyat. These ulema were basically pleading for the mulukiyat, so that it
should take roots in the Muslim society. And I think ulema had become successful in

their endeavour.
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Let us also glance at the role of ulema in politics in the medieval period. Barani gives
the opinion of Balban about ulema in these words, “Ulema are of two categories, firstly,
ulema-i-akhirat, the God fearing ulema and secondly ulema-i-duniya those who are
included only in wordly affairs. They run up and down in their darbar just like dogs.
They give opinion according to Sultan’s wishes on religious matters. It is the duty of an
intelligent Sultan that he should keep himself aloof from such ulema*. Another opinion
about the ulema is that of K.A. Nizami, “Ulema like Maulana Minhajus Siraj, Shaikhul
Islam Nooruddin Sughra, Hisamuddin Darvesh and others were those ulema who had
become the ‘Darbari ulema’ Darbar became the culture of their activities and had
forgotten their obligation as alim*. Amir Khushrau condemns the ulema for their role
in politics in his work Matlaul Anwar*. Muhammad Aslam writes that, “One day Khan-
i-Jahan asked Abdullah Sultanpuri that ha;j is obligatory for you or not, so he replied
that due to two reasons haj has become sagqit (lagging). Firstly, if you go to Mecca by
sea route, so you will have to take a passport and on that passport there is a saleeb
(photo of Christ). It is now allowed for a Muslim to have such a document in his
possession. Secondly, the land route for Mecca, goes via Iran, which is under the
occupation of shias, so sunnis should not go via Iran*’. Dara Shikuh also condemned
the role played by ulema and their personal character in his texts as well as his versus.
He says, “May the world become free from the noise of the Mulla.” Khushhal Khan
Khatak, a Pushto poet and Mughal noble a contemporary of Aurangzeb, also condemns
the character and the role played by these ulema. He says that the ulema are selling
shariat” Aurangzeb was also critical of the attitude of ulema. He writes to Azeem,
“Which dishonest Qazi gave you this opinion? You should regard such Counsellors,
who are the cause of ruin of families as the enemies of your person and property*:.
Shaikh Muhammad Ikram writes about the role of ulema during medieval period that,
“In India those ulema who served as Qaziul Quzat and Shaikhul Islam, faithful Muslims
regarded them as the pious people and they had an opinion about them that actually
they were holding the keys of heaven. If we just have a glance through their personal

character and life, so it was just opposite to all that believed about them®.
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Now it is clear that the throne had no connection with Islam and on the basis of it we
can say that this hereditary kingship also has nothing to do with Islam. Once the law
for the selection of Khalifa was broken by Muawiya no law could be evolved for the

protection of this hereditary right to kingship.
I

The Mughals followed the Turko-Mongol theory of kingship*. They had taken some
features from the Turkish theory of kingship and some from the Mongol theory. The
Mughals had a respect for Taurari Changezi. In the Mughal theory of kingship there is
no place for the recognition of the Caliph. They adopted the title of Padshah.

Abul Fazl had defined the title of Padshah in these words, “Even the meaning of the
word Padshah shows this, for pad, signifies stability and possession, and Shah, means
origin, lord. A king is, therefore, the origin of stability and possession®'. Abul Fazl also
defined royalty in the following words, “Royalty is a light emanating from God, and a
ray from the sun, the illuminator of the universe, the argument of the book of perfection,
the receptacle of virtues. Modern Languages call this light farr-i-aizadi (the divine
light) and the tongue of antiquity called it kaiyan-i-khawareh (the subline halo). It is
communicated by God to kings without the intermediate assistance of any one, and
men, in the presence of it, bend the forhead of praise towards the ground of submission®.
The Mughals also adopted the title of Zillillah. Mughal emperors, including Aurangzeb,
never recognized the Caliph, as in the case of Sultans of Delhi. That is why they gave
the title of Sultan to their sons, for example, Sultan Azam, Sualtan Muazzam and
others. But the Mughal theory of kingship based on farr-i-aizadi and kaiyan-i-khwareh
continued upto Shah Jahan only. Aurangzeb based his divine theory of kingship not on
Persion concepts of divinity but on Quranic concept, “Obey God, obey the Prophet and
obey those authority among you®. Aurangzeb also adopted the title of Padshah and
Zillillah but never used farr-i-aizadi etc. In his tauqiat, ahkamat and ruqat we never
come across any reference to Taurai Changezi. In his orders and letters there is emphasis

on shariat and Olil Amr (authority),
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Which is a Quranic concept. But at the same time Aurangzeb was also using royal
prerogatives and safeguarding those very carefully. So there is a deviation from the
earlier concepts of sovereignty. I partly agree with Andre Wink when he says,
“Aurangzeb gave most weight to Islamic, specially Sunnite, legitimation and was most
intransigent in his, ambition to bring the subcontinent under the Dar-al Islam.** But at

the same time some anti shariat steps were taken by Aurangzeb.

Now there is a debate among historians on the nature of this war, Shibli, Najib Ashraf,
Farooqi, Qureshi, Ikram, Ghauri, Richards and some other historians call it ‘Jihad’
(holy war) Sarkar, Sharma, Shrivastava, Athar Ali and some other historians call it
‘war of succession’ while Satish Chandra and Sidney Owen call it a ‘Civil War’ and
‘War of Succession’. It cannot be called ‘Jihad’ because it was fought for the hereditary
Mughal Badshahat’ which was an un-Islamic institution. Aurangzeb’s declaration as
Mughal emperor during the life time of Mughal emperor Shah Jahan was also against
the norms of Muslim political theory because a Muslim ruler will continue to hold
authority so long as he was Muslim or alive. Shah Jahan was a Muslim and lived upto
1666 AD. Aurangzeb was quite clever and well read on these aspects. That is why, he
postponed the ceremony of his name being read in the khutba for the second coronation
ceremony because he did not want to take any risk at that movement of time. And it so
happened that when on the occasion of the second coronation ceremony when Qaziul
Qzuat was ordered to read the khutba in the time of his majesty, “Qaziul Quzat raised
an objection that during the life time of the father, the khutba cannot be read in his
name because it is not allowed by the Sharia. By hearing read his name in khutba and
promoted him to the office of Qaziul Qazat.” Manucci informs us that, “the grand
Sharif of Mecca did not accept the money that Aurangzeb had sent to Mecca early in
his reign. The excuse had been that they could not accept such offerings from a son
whose father was alive.’® Does all these acts of Aurangzeb and objections of those
ulema those who were holding sharia positions such as Qaziul Quzat and Sharif of

Mecca, prove as is argued by these historians that Aurangzeb fought a Jihad?
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Satish Chandra has also defined it as a ‘Civil War’. We cannot call it a civil war because
this war was not fought between citizens of the country. This war was fought by the
Mughal princess to capture the throne. The majority of historians call it a ‘war of
succession’. When Salim took up the sword against his father Akbar, when Khusrau
and Khurram used force against their father Jahangir, it was termed by historians as a
revolt. But when Shuja, Aurangzeb and Murad took to the sword gainst their father this
is termed a war of succession. In this case Shuja and Murad had also been declared as
Mughal emperor. Dara Shikuh never declared himself Mughal emperor at any stage.
Aurangzeb also declared emperor in 1658 during the life time of Mughal emperor
Shah Jahan. After the death of Aurangzeb, when his sons muazzam and Azam fought
each other to capture the Mughal throne, it was also termed a ‘War of Succession’
situation one and two are totally different but historians use the same term for both.
The war fought between Muazzam and Azam after the death of Aurangzeb was in true
sense a ‘War of Succession’ Manucci is right in his phrase, “In 1658 Aurangzeb, in
revolt against his father.’” No doubt Shuja, Aurangzeb and Murad revolted against the
monarch Shah Jahan. That is why, when Aurangzeb started towards Agra, he had taken
the Fatwa of Khuruj from Shaikh Abdul Wahab, saying that since Shah Jahan was ill
and had become weak he was not able to look after state affairs, therefore Aurangzeb’s
aggression towards the capital was allowed according to Sharia. Aurangzeb was well
read and clever person, he knew that his position was that of a rebel prince. In such
situation, this Fatwa would save him. This Fatwa had two dimensions. Firstly, it saved
Aurangzeb from being in the position of a rebel and, secondly it countered the war of
succession. That is why, we find that Aurangzeb had to take the Fatwa of ilhad (herecy)
for Dara-Shikuh’s execution because Dara was not a rebel. Basically Aurangzeb was a
rebel. Had Dara been in the position of Aurangzeb, Aurangzeb’s task for killing Dara

would have become much easier?

Wahdatul Wajud, Shaikh Ahmed Sirhindi and Hirde Ram’s views, Aurangzeb
representing the first party and Dara Shikuh the second.’® In support of his argument,

Muhammad Aslam has taken support from the statement of Zahiruddin Farooqi that
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‘Hindus wanted a ruler like Akbar while Muslims were trying to save themselves from
such a situation.” Another Pakistani historian Ishtiaq Husain Qureshi says that, “People
were aware from the symptoms that Dara Shikuh will become the Akbar the Second.
Orthodox Muslims were considering Aurangzeb for the throne because he was not
only orthodox in his faith but also a pious person.®® While cocluding this argument.
Muhammad Aslam remarked that, Naturally Hindus had supported Dara Shikuh while
orthodox Muslims supported Aurangzeb because he himself was an orthodox Muslim
nd the follower of Shariat.®' Even Muhammad Igbal a Persian and Urdu poet also praised

these qualities of Aurangzeb in his verses.

Now the question is this — it was not possible to propagate the ideas of Dara Shikuh
during the seventeenth century. Whatever he was writing had a limited circulation.
This is so even today, when the percentage of learned people is much higher. How
many of those would have read Dara’s works? There will be a large number of rulers
who do not even know of the titles of the books written by Dara Shikuh. Aurangzeb
never wrote any book. So what was the medium through which people would have
come to know the ideas of Aurangzeb? His letters reflect his religious and political
ideas. These were compiled after his death in the form of Adab-i-Alamgiri, Ruqat-i-
Alamgiri, Raqaim-i-Karaim. That is why, historians like Kazim Shirazi’s Alamgir Nama,
Saqi Mustaid Khan’s Maasir-i-Alamgiri, Khafi Khan Muntakhabul lubab Ishwar Das
Nagar’s Futuhat-i-Alamgiri and Bhim sen’s Nuskha-i-Dilkusha never give such
references in their historical accounts. Farooqi’s statement is not acceptable because
Hindus were also supporting Aurangzeb. Twenty three Rajput umara holding the mansab
above 1000 supporting Aurangzeb, while twenty four Rajput nobles holding the same
mansab were supporting Dara. On the other hand Muslim umara were also supporting
Dara Shikuh. Farooqji,s statement that Hindus wanted a ruler like Akbar is totally baseless
because even Akbar himself was vehemently opposed by a Hindu. Maharana Pratap,

who was supported by large number of Rajputs.

As far as Aurangzeb’s piety is concerned it is explained in the article of Hasan Askari

“Letters of Aurangzeb as a reflex of his composite character and his behaviour towards
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his progency.” There are several such examples of Aurangzeb’s character not only in
the writing of contemporary historians but also in Ruqat-i-Alamgiri, Kalimat Taiyibat,
Raqgaim-i-Karim and Ahkam-i-Alamgiri, which are Aurangzeb’s own writings. Here |
quote a few examples from these. According to one anecdote recorded in Ahkam-i-
Alamgiri, relating to Aurangzeb’s love affair with Zainabadi, “At the time when
Aurangzeb was appointed as subedar of Deccan and was going to Aurangzeb on arriving
at Burhanpur, the subedar of which was Saif Khan he went to visit his aunt (Saif Khan’s
wife). As it was the house of his aunt not much care was taken to remove the women of
the haram out of his view. Zainabadi, whose original name was Hira Bai, was standing
under a tree, holding a branch with her right hand and singing in a low voice. Immediately
on seeing her, the prince, unable to control himself, sat down, and fell on the ground in
aroom. The news was carried to his aunt. After three or four hours the prince regained
Conciousness. However much the inquired about his condition? What malady is it?
Did you ever have any attack of it before? The prince gave no reply at all. It was
midnight when the prince recovered his speech and said, “If I mention my disease, can
you apply the remedy?” Who do you talk of a remedy? I shall offer my life itself?
“Then the prince revealed the whole matter to her. On hearing it she lost her
consciousness and became dumb, not knowing what to answer? The aunt replied you
know this wretch (Saif Khan); he is a bloodthirsty man. On hearing of your request,

(for Hira Bai) he will first murder her and then me.”

After sunrise he came back to his own house, and did not eat anything. Summoning
Murshid Quli Khan, who was his subordinate and diwan of the Deccan, he discussed
the case in detail with him, as he was his trusted confidante. The Khan said, ‘Let me
first depatch him, and if afterwards anybody slays me, there will be no harm as in
exchange of my blood price the work of my saint and spiritual guide will be achieved.
The prince replied, “But my heart does not consent to making my aunt a widow. You
should speak, relying on God. “Murshid Quli Khan talked to Saif Khan, who replied
convey my kurnish to the prince. I shall give the reply of this to his aunt. He went

inside the house and said, “What harm is there in it? I have no need for (Aurangzeb’s)
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Begum, the daughter of Shah Nawaz Khan. Let him send me Chattar Bai, from his own
haram, that she may be exchanged (for Hira Bai), “He sent his wife to Aurangzeb
immediately and she told this to the prince who was highly pleased and cried out.”
What of one? Immediately take with yourself in the palki in which you have come both
of them as I have no objection.” Saif Khan said, ‘Now no cover is left and sent the Bai
to The prince.*? In such an exchange of haram in which even Aurangzeb offered his
wife to be exchanged with Saif Khan’s concubine allowed by the shariat? This was the

attitude of Aurangzeb, who is considered by Pakistani historians as pious.

Muhammad Aslam writes that, “Aurangzeb was a devotee of Khwaja Muhammad
Masoom Sirhindi son of Hazarat Imama-i-Rabbani Mujaddid Alf Sani.® The same
opinion is also held by Yusuf Husain Khan.* Shaikh Tkram®, I.H. Qureshi, K.A. Nizami
and Peter Hardy. Yusuf Husain also believes that Aurangzeb had become the murid of

Khwaja Muhammad Masoom. But Irfan Habib does not agree.
TABLE

Bernier writes that, “Raja (Jai Singh) and Diler Khan’s man plundered the princes’s
(Sulaiman Shikuh) baggage.® Bernier further elaborates his points by saying that, “Jai
Singh wrote to Jaswant,, “this is a business which concerns all the Hindus, and you
cannot be permitted to kindle a flame that would soon rage throughout the kingdom,
and which no effort might be able to extinguish. If on the other hand you left Dara to
his resources Aurangzeb will all the part in oblivion. I hereby offer you my guarantee
for the exact fulfillment of all I have mentioned. To be brief, Jaswant was persuaded to
remain at home, while Aurangzeb advanced with the whole of his army on Ajmer.*’
Barnier says that, “Dara now discovered the bad faith of Jaswant consequences.®®
According to Satish Chandra “there is thus no evidence to suggest that the Rajputs had
any particular attachment for Dara Shikuh, or that Aurangzeb had any reservation
regarding the Rajputs at the time of his succession. In fact, Aurangzeb went out of his
way to conciliate and won over the leading Rajput rajas.® With this table as given by

Athar Ali, the position of the supporters of Dara Shikuh and Aurangzeb becomes totally
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clear. It shows that the devoted Muslim nobles were supporting both Dara and

Aurangzeb. Hindu nobles were also supporting Aurangzeb and Dara Shikuh.

Surprisingly only two Maratha nobles supported Dara while eight Hindu Maratha nobles
supported Aurangzeb in his ‘Jihad’ against h heretic ‘Dara’. In the category of ‘Hindu
nobles’ not a single one was supporting Dara, while two Hindu nobles were supporting
Aurangzeb. In the light of above evidence, it is not possible to agree with the thesis of
the historians like Sarkar, Sharma, Shibli, Nadvi, Farooqi, Ikram, Qureshi, Ghauri,
Lane Poole, Richards, Hardy and Muhammad Aslam.

At the end of his paper Muhammad Aslam writes that, “A famous historian, Makkhan
Lal Roy Chaudhary writes that Aurangzeb raised the slogan that religious is in danger,
which became very useful. In this way Aurangzeb achieved his political goal”.”
Aurangzeb and his contemporary historians do not mention any such slogan. Apart
from it we have one nishan of Aurangzeb which he wrote to Rana Raj Singh, saying
that he would follow the policies of his predecessors.”! The statement of Choudhary
which is used by Muhammad Aslam to strengthen his argument that Aurangzeb raised
the slogan that religion is in danger and achieved his political goal, shows that Aurangzeb
misused religion to fulfill his political interest. He was not sincere with the spirit of the
slogan. This statement of Choudhary therefore instead of strenghthening the thesis of

Muhammad Aslam, demolishes it.

In the end I would like to reiterate four points: (i) Firstly, the war of 1657-58 AD was
not a ‘Jihad’ (2) Secondly, it was not a civil war (3) Thirdly, according to Muslim
political theory and Turko-Mongol theory of kingship this war cannot be termed as war
of succession. Just to save his position of a reble, Aurangzeb had taken the Fatwa of
Khuruj from Shaikh Abdul Wahab. Only those historians could call it a ‘War of
succession’ those who have faith in the Fatwa of Shaikh Abdul Wahab. (4) Fourthly, it
was arevolt of Shuja, Aurangzeb and Murad. Manucci had rightly explained Aurangzeb’s

acts that, “The lesion of rebellion he (Akbar) had learnt from his father (Aurangzeb) or
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in Akbar’s own words that he wrote to his father (Aurangzeb),” Father has sold the

world for one grain, I shall be wicked son if I do not sell it cheaper than that.”
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AATMA AND AATMIC REALITY

Dr. Arabinda mahapatra
Prabhat kumar College,

Contai, Purbamedinipur

Atma is God. In macrocosm the same Aatma is referred to as ““ the Divine Consciousness
,, or “Paramatma ,, .This aatmic reality is immanent in every being. It is the sustaining
force and the very source. Aatma is the individual soul. The Universal Soul is God.

Aatma is the Divine Spark.

“ Tattwa Bodha ,, of Shankaracharya, has a comprehensive and a clear-cut definition
of “Aatma,,. It says : “ That which is beyond Gross, subtle and causal bodies, that
which is beyond the five sheaths viz :Annamayakosha, Pranamayakosha,
Manamayakosha, Vijnaanamayakosha and and Aanandamayakosha, tahat which is the
witness of the three states viz. Jaagrat, Swapna and which is an embodiment of Existence,

Awareness and bliss “!-Know that to be this “Aatma,,.

Nature of Aatma -: The nature of Aatma cannot be known by any consciousness which
is grosser than Aatma ! Aatma alone can know its nature. Anyone else’s assessment or
description of the nature of Aatma is bound to be a mere guesswork and not authoritative
at all. An ordinary knower of Brahman cannot describe it, can’t explain it. Unless He is
a Divine Descent like Krishna or Shankara or Sai, any other mere knower of Aatma
will be one with it and he cannot be different from Aatma ! Once you are different from
Aatma that means you speak from the mental level. That level is too low, abysmally

low to understand and describe the nature of Aatma !

Adi Shankara who was unquestionably competent to describe or predicate the nature
of Aatma, being an Avatara, gives a beautiful description oaatma’s nature in his Aatma
bodha. He says :” Just like luminosity is the nature of sun, coolness is the very nature
of water, heat is the nature of fire, so too, the nature of aatma is Eternity, purity, Reality

Awareness and bliss?.,,
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Aatma- Science of self-Realization: To know What is this Aatma is very difficult. No
one can understand this theoretically. Very often we mistake the prana (vital force) for
Aatma. We mistake our mind for the Aatma. Kenopanishad dispels these wrong
impressions by pointing out -:”” Atma is that by which the mind functions. It is that, by
which the eye is seeing and the ear is hearing. The eye of man is not seeing! It only
serves the purpose as lens. It only pictures inside what is outside. There is someone
who is seeing it inside when the picture falls in the screen behind the eyes. That person
is the Aatma. He is the ear of ear! Ear is not hearing. It is receives the sound from
outside through its ear-drum and conveys it inside. Someone is hearing it inside. That
is the Aatma. Brain does not hear. Brain does not see. It only helps in understanding
what the person inside is seeing or hearing. That person Who thinks Who understands,

who sees, who hears and who uses the brain is the Aatma.,,

Knowing Aatma and becoming Aatma are one and the same. Knowing the Brahman
and becoming Brahman are the same.’ All the four* Mahabakyas of the Vedas clearly
indicate the very purpose of life.

In Vivekachudamani , Shankara emphasises that a mere study of scriptures is of no
value. He says with clarity and firmness:” The study of scripture is of no use so long as
the Highest Truth (That you are your Aatma) is still unknown to you. Again, the study

of scriptures becomes useless, once you have known that Highest Truth.’

In this very same monumental work Shankara says that the only method to know the

Brahman is Vichara, the enquiry method.

After saying so, Shankara says that all the sadhanas and all aspirations and efforts are
meant to bring one to a point where one has to finally ask oneself: “ Who am I ? and
find answer for that and that in final analysis, this is the sole method to realize one’s

oneness with the Brahman. This is What Shankara says finally:-

feraiferml fererded THTFIOTeMTer: |
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This idea that the only way to realise the Brahman and the only method of self realization
1s vichara is also made clear by Shankara in his another work viz. Aparokhanubhuti
in the following word: “ Knowledge of the Brahman is an impossibility except by
means of vichara i.e., “Enquiry”. To perceive objects don’t you require light?
Can you see the objects without light ? Likewise, to attain Brahma jnana, the only

means is vichara.”®

This vichara method is also elaborated by Shankara clearly in his
Aparokshanubhuti as well as in Aatma Bodha. In Aparokhanubhuti Shankara gives as
many as given illustrations as to the method of Enquary. In Aatma Bodha too Shankara

says vichara method is to be practiced. He says:

fafyen Ffearaei=ta Jdifa areq:

R AeETeRS T ||

Thus, in ultimate analysis, Vichara is the only method. All other methods would only
take you to a stage. But the final method is vichara. However, the great Guru Dattatreya,
who was known as the earliest exponent of Adwaita philosophy long before Shankara
says an interesting thing in his teachings to Parasurama contained in a conversion
between him and Parasurama known popularly as “ Tripura Rahasya”. Of course, even
in his another great work on pure Adwaita known popularly as “ Abadhoota Gita,”
Dattatreya says emphatically: - “ The flair for Adwaita, the inclination for adwaita

arises in one by pure Divine Grace and none else.”’

Both in Gita & Kathopanisad, a new idea, totally novel and totally revoutionary is
divulged. On the first reading, this idea is amusing and amazing. But on deeper scrutiny,
this reveals the hidden truth that the only thing expected of man is not to dump his
mind and brain with innumerable slokas, verses, puranic stories and epics but to purify
himself by slowly removing one impurity after the other, so that one becomes receptive.
The impurities are the shortcoming born out of ignorance and lack of love. By developing
love and by expending one’s heart with love, the impurities viz. ager, harted, envy,

greed, desire etc. can be warded off one by one. Then one becomes receptive to Divine
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Grace. When the door is opened, no one need invite Sun-light. It gushes in automatically.

Kathopanisad says:-

“ This Aatma is unattainable by a mere study of the Vedas. It can not be grasped
of intellectual cleverness either. Any amount of hearing about the scriptures too
will be of no use to attain it. Only those, whom Aatma itself chooses can know it.
To that person whom it chooses to reveal itself, on its own, the Aatma reveals

itself!®

Power of the Aatma:- The power of Aatma is the power of the paramtma, the highest

God or the supra mental Divine consciousness.

There are innumerable ways in which the power of the Aatma has been spelt out in the
Vedas and the upanisads. In kathakopanisad itself, there are two verses which bring out
acclaim the superiority and the omnipotence of Aatma. Kathakopanisad says: “In front
of the brilliant of Aatma, even Sun is nothing. sun’s light becomes dim in front of
Aatma.” Again there Kathopanisad says: “ For fear of Aatma, the fire burns! For
fear of Aatma the sun shines! For fear of him, Indra, Vaayu and the fifth one,

Yama, the God of Death excute their respective functions!”'

The Lord says in Gita that Aatma is the superoormost! In Kathopanisad too there is an
identical verse, using slightly different alternative words. Of course Gita’s presentation
of the point is clear and more logical. Bhagawan says in Gita: “Senses are superior to
the body; Mind is superior to the senses; Intellect is superior to the mind; Aatma

is in superior to the intellect.”"

Again in Gita Lord says: “ Aatma in man is indestructible. Neither a weapon can

cut it, nor fire can burn it; neither water can drench it, nor air can dry it.”"?

When one dies Aatma does not die! In Gita, Lord says: “ Aatma is unburn. Therefore
it dies not. It is not as though it was not in existence sometime back, for it to come
into existence suddenly later! It is birthless, eternal, changeless, and ancient. Even

when body is destroyed it is not destroyed.”"?
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The size of Aatma:- In this context The Kathopanisad says: “ This thumb-sized in-
dweller, the aatma ... resdes in the middle of the body.”'* Again Upanisad says;
The Aatma (purusa) of the size of a thumb, is the inner-self and is seated in the
heart of all the beings.”"s

Identical references are found in Svetaswetaropanisad. The said upanisad verbatim
repeats the very same words of Kathopanisad set out above in chapter 3 sloka 13.
Again it says :- “This thumb-sized Aatma is full of brilliance like the Sun and it is

associated with determination and egoism.” !¢

How can Aatma have such a size ? When it can not even be of the size of one’s body,
how it can be of size of the thumb? Aatma is so subtle that it is invisible to human-eyes.
It can not have dimensions in human standards. It is a force which activate the body,
mind and intellect How can Aatma which is the basis and the creator of the mind and
intellect be measured by mind or intellect? Aatma alone can guarge and know its
measure! this reference to thumb size Aatma should be symbolical. Very often, aatma
is imagined as alight inside the heart. We all know the size of the human heart. For
something to be located inside the heart, it should logically have a size smaller than the
size of the heart. Further, the light in a lamp or acandele when the wick is properly
burning, would have the size and shape of the normal human thumb! That is why It is
referred to as thumb sized. Upanisad says-: “ The individual soul is to be known as
part of the size of the hundredth part of the tip of ahair- divided further by a

hundred times and yet it is infinite”!”

This verse is place where this Upanisad specifically deals with the size of Aatma,
incidentally it is referred to as * thumb sized” in those places this reference to “
Anguisthamatrena” is symbolical. Aatma has no size. As elsewhere points out, Aatma
has no size. It is smaller than the smallest and bigger than the biggest. This is what the
very small , Svetaswetatara Upanisad itself says! Aatma can not have a size. This is the

meaning of all these discussions.
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Where is Aatma Located?

Though aatma being a very subtle thing and as such it can not even have a size in
human concept of measurement or dimensions, there is a view that aatma is located in
the heart or in the head etc. The Upanisad speak of Aatma being the resident of the
heart. It is said inkaibalyopanisad :

“The aatma is seated in the cave of the hert and it glitters there. It is higher than
heaven. Through dispassion, renunciation and vedantic knowledge, the pure and

the self controlled ones realise it.”

Kathopanisad reffered to the location of Aatma in the human body as either “the center
of the body” or “the cave of the heart of all the being” In all the epic or puranic stories
we have heard thatcertain person’s soul being in his head or in stomach or in the thigh
etc. The Aatma does not dwell in such different places in human bodies of different
individuals! Far from being locations of the individual soul,These places are weak
points of these individuals! On the other hand the Lord says in Gita : “ The Lord
resides in the hearts all the beings!”'® Brahmasutra also confirm the above declaration
of Gita. The sutra says that though the size of Aatma (soul) is atomic, by sitting so in

the heart, the soul (individual Aatma) pervades the entire body. In this context the sutra
says: tferrergarad)”

There is a mantra in Kathopanisad, about the size and nature of the Aatma. —"The self,
which that is subtler than the subtle and greater than the great is loged in heart of
(every) creature. Trough the grace of the Lord, one who sees that self as desireless,

and see its glory as God, be comes sorrowless.””
Aatma in western philosophy:-

There is belief in individual aatma in Bible. There are clear references to rebirth and
the doctrine of Karma also, in Bible. Of course, even about Lord Jesus Himself, there
are references to his “second coming” and “Third coming”! When Bible says: As you

sow, so you reap,” it is only a firmer assertion of Hindu doctrine of Karma. Though

(799)
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there were several references to “ rebirth” in clear terms in original versions of Bible,
unfortunately, there was a deliberate attempt to delete those references with certain

oblique movies. These are problems not of Christianity but of churchianity!

Greek philosophers believed in rebirth. They believed in the immortality of the
Aatma. This is clear from the “Dialogues of Plato” edited by J.D. Kaplan published by
Washington Square press, pocket books, Newyork. Two notions about Aatma are clear
from a portion of these dialogues between the great Greek Guru Socrates and his friends

and sishyas Crito and Cebes.
Conclusion:

Aatma is God himself. This reality is obstructed and is hidden from man by means
identity with his mind and body. To get rid of identity with the body is no difficulty. But
to get rid of one’s identity with the body is very difficult. Spiritual Development itself
means only this gradual ridding of one’s identity with one’s mind. Only by developing
detachment and dispassion, this can be achieved. Annihilation of desires is the only
way to overcome the domination of mind over oneself. Ego is the real obstruction.
Mira says:- “The path of love is narrow. Either the Lord can be there or I can be
there. When I am there, I have to miss him. When he is there I lose my identity

and am not there.”

Ego annihilation is synonymous with self-realisation. Ego is the only cause for
grief. Ego is the generating point for all other negative feelings like anger, every and
hatred, Onece the Ego is annihilated, and aatmic reality is experienced there is peace
and bliss in abundance. This is what is spelt out by the Upanishad in the following

sloka:

I Haifor yar sreansfasT:|
T HI AG: F: Uk ThoaHawad: |
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Vedantic Concept of Human Being’s Body (Sarira) and Its Interaction with
External Factors: A Scientific Analysis in the Context of Modern Biology
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Abstract

This paper precisely describes the Vedantic concept of human being’s body which is
not limited to physical body but also includes subtle and causal body. And it shows
the relation, interconnectedness and interaction of these three types of body. What
are the basic constituents of body, how food intake affects to subtle and gross body,
such 1ssues have been majorly focused. It is tried in this paper to make an analysis of
the relation between sarira and external factors. This discussion includes
comparative analysis supported by the observations of the modern biological
sciences.

Keywords
Sarira, Subtle body, Gross body, External factors, Epigenetics.
Introduction

It has been an important curiosity since a long period to know about the relation
between mind and .body. It got into intense debate in modern western philosophy,
especially in Cartesian philosophy of mind-matter-dualism. According to that mind
and corporeal body are totally separate entities. This philosophy has been foundation
of the classical physics, biology etc. The concept of body, according to modern
Biology, 1s limited to physical entity only. It basically studies mind and body as
separate entities but Vedanta approaches towards it in a holistic way as i1t describes
about three layers of body originated from the un-differentiated reality. In this way,
Vedanta philosophy i1s solution to the problem of mind-matter-dualism which is
rooted in the fragmented world view of Cartesian philosophy. The present paper
precisely describes the concept of body in Vedanta’s perspective and tries to explain
how all three layers of body are differentiated as well as undifferentiated. These are
differentiated at expression level but undifferentiated at causal level. As much as
modern Biology i1s progressing, scientific observations are unfolding
interconnectedness among mind, body and external factors. These observations are
much closer to the fundamental concept of Vedanta philosophy that provides unified
worldview. An organism is whole that is more than the sum of its organs, this view
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lacks 1n the modern Biology. Many systemic problems cannot be understood in
1solation. In this regard, a holistic concept of body available in Vedanta philosophy
can address the problem, modern Biology faces.

Constituents and Nature of the Three Layers of Body

In Vedanta, the word body (sarira) denotes to a wider concept that includes three
layers of bodies — karana sarira (Causal body), siksma sarira (Subtle body) and
sthiila $arira (Gross body)'.

Causal Body- The first one is ‘undifferentiated state and cause of individual ego’
named karana Sarira. Two other bodies subtle and gross evolve out of it and
dissolve to it. It 1s a state of happiness and consciousness covered with the finest
state of ignorance i.e. Bliss Sheath or Anandamayakoéa’.

Subtle body- Subtle body is first creational form of the reality made of five subtle
elements®. It comprises three parts namely vijjanamayakosa, manomayakosa and
pranamayakosa. Five sense organs and buddhi (Intellect/faculty that takes decision)
are the constituents of vijjjanamayakosa. This causes the existence of ego-self which
experiences pleasure and pain and known as Jiva. It is potent, hence the doer
(karta). Five sense organs and mana (mind/Volitional faculty) constitute
manomayakosa. This is filled with desire and accepted as the means of doer. Paijch
prana and five motor organs cause pranamayakosa. It 1s in the form of activation
power or in form of action.

Sitksmasarirani saptadasavyavani lingasarirani. Avayavastu jijanendriyapaijcakari
buddhimanasi  karmendriyapaijcakar  vayupaijcakarin  ceti.  Jijanendriyani
Srotratvak-caksur-jihva-ghranakhyani... iyar buddhirjijanendriyaih sahita
vijijanamayakoso bhavati. Ayani krtrtva-bhoktytva-sukhitva-
duhkhitvadyabhimanitvenehal oka-paralokagami vyavhariko jiva ityucyate. Manastu
Jiianendriyaih  sahitarin  sanmanomayakoso bhavati... Idar  pranadipaijcakari
karmendriyaih sahitam satpranmayakoso bhavati... Vijijanmayo jijanasaktimana
krtrriipah. Manomaya icchasaktiman karanariipah. Pranmayah kriyasaktimana
karyariipah... etatkostrayam militari satsiksma-$ariram-ityucyate®.

! Vedantasara, 7, 12-16

* Vedantasara, 7

3 ... Aitanyeva suksmabhiitani tanmatranyapaijcikrtani cocyante. Ete bhyah sitksmasrirani
sthillabhiitani cotpadyante. Vedantasara, 12

* Vedantasara, 13
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[ Sitksma Sarira ]

v

v \4
Buddhi (faculty that takes decision) Man (volitional faculty) + Paijcaprana+ Five
+ Paijcajijanendriya (five sense Paijcajijanendriya (five sense motor organs =
organs) = Vijijanmayakosa organs) = Manomayakosa Prammayakosa

! l !

With potency and With desire and With actionand
doership instrumentality production

Figure-1: Showing Constituents and Inherent Nature of Subtle Body”

All three kosas are collectively known as sizksma sarira or subtle body (As shown in
figure 1). (1)The five organs of action such as speech etc., (2) the five organs of
perception such as ears etc., (3) the five pranas, (4) the five elements starting with
space along with (5) the discriminative intellect etc., and also (6) ignorance, (7)
desire and (8) action... these eight "cities"” together constitute the subtle body®. It is
subtler than the gross body so named as sitksama sarira (subtle body). It also passes
through the experiences of gross and subtle (pain and pleasure) objects which come

1n contact.

“Manovrittibhih  sitksamavisayananubhavatah "pmvivikatta-bhukta-taijasa”7

itvadi-srutaih”®

* This diagram is modified with adaptation from Hindi commentary on Vedantasara by
Rakesh Shastii.
Vagadi paijca sravanadi paijca pranadi paijcabhramukhani paijcha. Buddhyadyavidyapi ca

kamkarmant puryastakam suksamasariramahuh.  Vivekaciidamani, 96, (tr.) by Swami
Chinmayananda

"Svapnasthanoantahprajijah  saptanga  ekonvimsatimukhah — praviviktabhuk — Taijaso
Dvitiyapadah. Manditkyopanisad 4.

SVed&ntasElra, 14
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Thas subtle body also known as /iriga sarira, 1s produced out ot the elements before
their subdividing and combining with each other, 1s possessed of latent impressions
and causes the soul to experience the fruits of its past actions. It is a beginning less
(anads) superimposition on the soul brought on by its own ignorance®.

Gross Body- This body known as sthiila sarira (gross body) 1s made of paijcikrita
(a process through which subtle elements make gross elements by process of
mixture in a particular ratio) paijcamahabhiitas (five gross elements). The process of
paijcikarana happens in a special way as stated in Vedantasara- Sthiilabhiitani tu
paijcikrtani. P aijcikaranam tvakasadi-paijcasvekaikam dvidha samam vibhajya tesu
dasasu bhagesu prathmikan-paijcabhagana-pratyekarin caturdha samariv vibhajya
tesam catwrnam  bhaganam  sva-sva-dvitiya-bhaga-paritydagena  bhagantresu
sariyojanari.”® Tt means the compounding takes place thus: Each of the five
elements; viz., ether etc., is divided into two equal parts; of the ten parts thus
produced five- being the first half of each element- are each sub-divided into four
equal parts. Then leaving one half of each element, to the other half is added one of
these quarters from each of the other four elements'".

It 1s result of anna (food) and rasa (essence of food) taken by parents as well as by
itself, hence known as annamayakosa'’. It has been contrary to the theories of
genetics that food intake of parents’ 1s not major deciding factor in phenotypes and
genotypes of the offspring’s body. But the above process is similar to the findings of
epigenetics which are supporting to the role of parent’s diet in gross body
phenotypes and also hypothesizing “we are what we eat but also what our parents
ate” [1]. Garbhopanisad clearly mentions the body as result of four types of foods
while defining body by its basic characteristics. Garbhopanisad defines human body
as -Consisting of five, connected with each of the five, Supported on six, burdened
with six qualities, having seven constituent elements, three impurities, twice
procreated. Partaking of fourfold food is the body"?.

Paijcatmakam paijcasu vartamanari sadasrayam sadgunayogayuktam.

°Idam sarivam Synu Suksamasamjijitain Lingam Tvapaijcikytabhiitasambhavam Savasanain
Karmaphlanubhavakam Svajijanatoanadirup adhiratmanah.Vivekac udamani, 97

Ve dantasara, 15
"Vedantasara, (tr.) by Swami Nikhilananda
1zSthl?las'arl_ram-annavikdralvéd—annamayakos’ah. Vedantasara, 17

BSixty Upanisads of the Veda, Vol. 2, p. 640
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Tatsaptadhatu Trimalar Dviyoni Caturvidhaharamayan Sariram®.

Garbhopanisad and its’ Dipika tika (commentary) can be seen for detailed
explanation of this definition. Four-fold food includes — eatable (khadya), drinkable
(peva), lickable (lehya) and suckable (cosya) food items.

“Caturvidhaharmayar lehya-peya-khadya-cosya-bhojyaiscaturbhih-prakarair-
vartamanamannam-aharyamanari-chaturvidhaharstasya
vikarascaturvidhaharamayam”®”.

The definition also shows the relation of body with six rdgas of music'® as indicated
by the word sadgunayogayukttam. A few studies show that music 1s protecting the
aging brain from decay and it can be a helpful stimulus in neurogenesis[2].
Neuroanatomical differences between musicians and non-musicians have been
reported in the corpus callosum, and in motor, auditor, and visuospatial regions,
including the pre-central gyrus and the planum temporale. Changes in functional
representations have been observed in somatosensory and auditory regions in
musicians[2][3]. Music therapy is being used for treatment in many diseases like
cancer[4], dementia[5], psychological disorders[6] etc. It supports that music is
essential part of body and it empowers body by taken food.

Relationship between Subtle and Gross body and Their Interaction with
External Factors

Subtle body pervades gross body.'” Gross body and subtle body are unable to
perform any action without the help of or without joining to each other. If we try to
understand it with computer analogy, subtle body is software and gross body is
hardware. Gross and subtle body complements each other. Diet taken by gross body
also affects subtle body too as mentioned in the Chandogyopanisad — “Food when
eaten becomes divided in three ways. Of it, that which is the grossest ingredient

14Garbhopanzlyad, 1

YGarbhopanisad Dipika commentary, 1

16Garbhopani.yad, 2

YEtadvyastyupahitain  Caitanyar  Visva Ityucyate  Suksamsarivabhimanamaprityajya

Sthitlsariradipravistatvat. Vedantasara, 17
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turns 1nto taeces. That which 1s the medium constituent becomes tlesh. That which
is the subtlest becomes mind”'%.

“Water when drunk becomes divided in three ways. Of it, that which 1s the grossest
ingredient turns into urine. That which is the medium constituent becomes blood.
That which is the subtlest becomes the vital force.”"

Fire*® when eaten becomes divided in three ways. Of it, that which is the grossest
ingredient becomes bone. That which 1s the medium constituent becomes marrow.
And which is the subtlest becomes (the organ of) speech.?

When we understand the philosophy of Chandogyopanisad in the context of food,
water etc. and their impact on manas in terms of epigenetics, scientists have found
the 1mpact of food on genetic expressions which affect mental stress. Many
metabolites which are ingredients of natural food, affect epigenome which regulate
genetic expressions. New researches are explaining the effect of food intake on mind
through gut microbiota [7], [8]. Chemical reactions in any organism’s body
(metabolism) happen in aqueous medium. So water directly impacts on functions of
gross body and mind. The third thought about the relation of lipid rich food items
(o1l and butter) with motor organ of speech raises question of whether there is any
impact of butter and oil etc. on speech ability related protein making genes’
expression, can be a matter of further investigation. Autism spectrum disorders
(ASD) involve disability of speech. Short chain fatty acids positively affect to
ASDI[8]. These fatty acids are part of fat enriched diet including butter and mlk. It
clearly shows the Vedic seers’ understanding about effect of external factors on
development of inner qualities like mind and intellect of a person. Vedanta
philosophy admits that antahkarana catustaya is of madhyama parimana which
implies that manas, buddhi, aharnkara and citta all four are present in every part of

8 Annamasitain Tredha Vidhiyate Tasya Yah Sthavistho Dhatustatpurisain Bhavati Yo
Madhyamastanmamsam Yoanisthastanmanh. Chandogyopanishad, 6.5.1, (tr.) by Swami
Gambhirananda

19A_pah Pitastredha Vidhiyante Tasam Yah Sthavistho Dhatustanmitram Bhavati Yo
Madhyamastallohitain Yo Anisthah Sa Pranah. Chandogyopanisad, 6.5.2 , (tr.) by Swami
Gambhirananda

*The word Tejo or fire denotes to butter and oil. Chandogyopanisad Sarnkarbhasya,6.53.
*!'Speech denotes to the motor organ of speech that is part of the subtle body.

(rad)
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the living body**. On this basis every cell should have manas (faculty of volition),
buddhi (faculty of decision), ahankara (faculty expressing identity) and citta
(faculty of memory)*. Someone may be enthusiastic to establish a co-relation
between genome and epigenome of a cell in the light of the concept of Citta on the
basis of their relationship with memory requires a separate research work.

Conclusion

Vedanta explains body in a holistic way rather considering it as a physical entity
only. Causal, subtle and gross bodies are different layers of the expression of
consciousness. Gross body directly comes into contact with external factors
including food, water, and music etc. whereas subtle body indirectly. Many changes
are seen on gross as well as subtle body through above process. Thus the Human
being’s body is a whole that is interconnected with within and outside reality and
interacts with them in many ways. Modern biological sciences are also making
many new observations that can be helpful to explore this holistic concept of
Vedanta in a more vivid way.
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Rraasweagea & [Afgard Shas et &1 war
v, o, T FEfaeTer, Red farafieaer

de #T 3T §- HST hI WHART, A H IRQUET IR T
e | 9G AR TEFRd & [affiee vell, sy siiger & Aol 31K
sifdeh ATTGUST T off JamfRIhIv &1 Siiaer & Tl TRA TeaAl I FHATTA
SHA UIT B g1 37T dad IASOT o H el o ATl e TR T
H[T T 3Tall 3T AT X T@ &1 FeT AWM F1 AT F QW I &
q@ e gg anfed AGTRS TAEATst H ooA T g1 afe gAN Hel
e 1T T fawat v 3T sTcshdr W A 3feddleTcdr 39Ted s uTfeer
SO H TAGIE Gloll TABATAS &1 H[sT Fef, RN 3 3TcaAT &
P T FoT Th g &1 57 Nl F FeadeT I SAThR dleil H fFdeT
Tl o W 8l 98 @ Teed & o T Aqsa o @ smr &g @t
g afe UaT o & @R AT 3 @ ST Oel, AWl U6, Uead 3nie o g@ o
& FHRIT| A & & T W HT Hel FROT T

Hof: Ud HeJSAUT HRUT ToeAETT:
var faend, afFaemd, @arlia 79 AT & 9w § e g9 g a8
9 A, oafFaemer dur erlid g @har &1 A Hr oafFaar &
HEIRAT & AT Saet & & &7 H 7§ 7§ Folev o Y AT §, Wog
SUT AT H ThRIcAS Sl o7 & Sgs waer & Qarer gar g1 Aa A
1 feer, STol, Fhed, 30% AT & 38+ odiedcd &1 AT =d &l
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IJoide, T Aeegaedr F RaahesqFd 30 Aedl F OARIHA A
HATTGHATT T 3T off WO 3of # TAY &1 Ucds A7 # A« 7 afay
oifeaal T 3ok FguAter #r yrar fegaAme &
f%aﬂwqq;w#qmmﬁmaﬁrmmﬁwmgsﬂ%l E3L]
FT FAT § -

TooTHIdl AT ad dg Feaed TAdfd|
EIH ST F A deR AT RigHFedaed ||

3|, S fgeg Her SIerd BT HTST T I de ST g 3T g1 U AT

I AT TR ST &1 &L ok STel dTell, TehmrIT sl Yehlel 9 AT Hel e
T arerm &l

AT &r i 3AAT &, ToeR & AL farg Fr aRehAT & FohdT g1 #eT
S A & T ATsT T TacAaEAT oY HIS ST G A3, TSC-
31¢sC Fofl Teh <l a&I¢ TaCel # ST ST Hehell | STH[T Ud &l glall
AT H EmHT Hel IR T &1 T TR F FRT g7 g
T STpeyfdl BIAT &1 & A I 3cdfold T § dUT @ fadre H
STIaT &1 et & IRRufaar & A enfea oer gy &1 79 & # #r
safaar &1 off ST FeT & 3diq, I8 A & & S U Aefesai
AT 3 TFRM 3aT ¥l IE AT o Reuar & & F a7 sfegat #r wufed
AT &1 A & § 98 S Aeifegdl & 3gMg JUT FHegdr E FH HIAT
gl

Aol GAET ULOM3TT 1 HTeleh U Toided §1 Ig A 3(qd AT Tl gl
el [0 @ FAleac HeT T ik Fofr TONAT & U & o] Tl 3@H
TAET T8 T 9T | FAMT Ifad & g & 3Meleg e T TehdT &l
T Heheudlel Shiehcd Hol hl GTHCISN I LW T Fefiel G AGoT 7
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H 3Mefe 9ToT F AT &1 FThRICHAS o7d & JoFd cafed 3R ARt &

TRol #eT arem g FET @ R 8 Sar 8, aRomAeawT A # e
+ O =ere oertd 81 31 ToRaw Feeferar 1 ufa &r g7 sSeRIcasar
* A1 ¥ ToFer Fcr §1 37avd Rigdees o Faar & & o9 7 &
o X IX Raeare a7 Fr aremdt # FA F oA § a8 AT LA
9=t arer &1

AT FHATTITHT HANON T3 Fodfed AR |

IeYd F&THwT: Tollell dodl Hel: Ra@hedsed ||
AT Berrer 1 3ifAssEr § -

AoAe A Hael ATTsTq IRIEITAA T T

IJoT JATATT TCdgdl ded Hel: f%\]awqm-—gr Il
A & TAGUIET H o[, dATS 3R afasa drell Frer &1 ST ehiskd Aol Al
g # T oAdT & a8 HJST off Al Frell T A de1 STl § 3, A
EART Aol BAR [ogea0T 7 & & & 3796l {cAhiol & RO ol dcidTel ol
Thel §ell Hohd & ddT §IfAT sfegdl & carr fawdt &r 3 3maed o
g gu afasy #1 off galRad & @ §1 S afasy & fow Riaerd
TEd € 3T deadle off ToAaIvd & &1 SATIC ol ol e I el
Wg‘vsﬁwmﬁmﬁweﬁaﬁw—qm T TR |

Aole A Hael ATTsTT IRIEITAA AT T

IoT JATATA GCadgldl ded Hel: f%‘laﬂ'wm'{-—gr Il
AT & FRLOT H & Fedmor fafgd & -

JURIARaaa Jeaesars] degdsArfaaifse gai

FAVAsS Fefoll Siiass ded Ael: Riadshedaed ||
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EART A ERIY o A g, 9 IhR ORI °is & af@a aar g 34r
UhR Hel HJS A ARG AT §1 ATST & Shdel IHET H AT &
enfed, 3Meieg, Rcad T voaddr, S8l gH 319a sfegdl ST Fg—ar I &r
TET FH §| A AR FERR & A WO o siden wue H Wit a@
guetT| safev R wrdar st § % AN HeT 37 eheul arell g1l e
Hehedl & HAT HI ET FT §H 3Tl Siidel ool Fofl Tehel g1 TT &
I ¥ A A GIAT W sfegal Hr afFadl A Foldcas st J
IR foRar ST FehaT B

FoT aedd H 37l FFYOT fAATAST & FTY TH ITST FAF &, U g
STFRIT 3T &1 &H 3T ¥ & 3H YIET & 6T AT Ife g7 AT
& fORt o e @ A A SUET AT &la-ldlsﬁﬁﬁ%?—r
THCRRYUT R T Fohed &1 AT GART Aol TR § ar AR e’ oY
Ter foom & 1 87 FT Fhdrl I FART AT Tavd § JofT gA lR
TIEA BRI AT T HEIAT & AR Aledfogdl 39ell 39l fawar &
fomor A ¥ IC &7 AT T Taog AW et F v o5 g dar
AN sfegal ader fawal & & smgea &l aur g/ frelr off &7 &r
JHIe T H TF9oel olgl W IIU6T| SATAT AT W folgeaor 3faegs gl
58S A & Riadseaqead I8 T Focr &1 § fF A 3icad erferaemelr
¢ 3Ol gA W TE Ydcal el ARV T gANT A I, Fedorhry
e arom @, Fife A g TR $Hr dad W gRomd o 387 &
Wﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁl%ﬂgﬁ?gﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂ@%ﬁﬂﬁw
T T & ToT siead T 3wfea & Rideed & W@ &, 37 T7A7 Radseq
g A giotd [auRuRT 9T folal Adlel @ 30ATH Hlel T TAT HAel
il oI THSTS I AR &l
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HYqdq H YATERT ReTdt
-3ifra enfearr

TATEROT 2EE ¥ & Udid giar & fF gAR 3a-urg &7 e
3T < IAEIOT | TG0 2EE F 3e1eY Ad, YRER, AT, ATH,
A, TR, 3UFR, TAT AFET HATq FFQOP 3TaER0T, §AR
TRAUES H g greil TRTEATIIT va oAfFaam g1 Y AT Fr foramsi
T GHATTAT FIAT & TAT 3eTehT FI&T FIAT &1 AT ArgaT qr
nifeaer AT F IHFER TGO FT IRATRE A1 THid” ¥l 3H
Y ST G AT Siael 7 319 GATA], HIET TRAUIHT, HIEdT $1
fafarer fremsit 7 gam 1 wataor &1 quur o v &1 S wifgaw @
areifoter areTat & Uhd FoRaT 91311 §| AT 3H U F AT 36[gd
3T ufdsrer aIRFEATAAT H 2T 3T & AT 1=l &Y &7 AT T 309
THIE GAYUT IRAYT FI TARAT IS &1 IATROT HT YHE A
ATST T HRRITHS dAT AFRITHS Gl & d¥g W gaT ¥ gaaor
Rt urepfae aHqU I g, uTel, 31meT, g4, foel Wl 31fe 7 & |ida
el ¥l UAeRor & 31fedaa & FRUr & AT gt FT 31 aqa F
SHehT T&TT, GIET HANIYOT 3{R GATAAT I &Y AT Siael 3faol{Fad 3
UATEROT & =11 AT SiasT 31208 §| Jg GAT A € T &
3TTHR YA 1§ FTEMRTFA & ST gHPT eI AT 87 | TITaor
SEY EaRT I T THT AHTGR0T & TATH & AT Y 39T e
UG 7 H AT el T TSR §1 IATaR0T Y 9 aferd § AT g
IRT 3R A BY U § 3T 50 A Sl I IqTel T s e
STeldT &l
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syaag # off wpfa &1 foeder Ao qor 3ET 3w FHaHt #7
aiErd vd fAWdd S ITad giaT §1 3r¥das 8 Uehid 3 g&y F
T T AT TIAETH AT HRATHT ®F H Seleld ITqd g1 & -
AT &3 e g |
& G ATAT| JHERT AT §H AAGHAT FT & AN T & gL R A
3HTE T TN 31 3 §H THeA Uhfedd Ud Hefead &
Jar # yaerer & for aRfY aRgda,afe] anfe aeg g & 8l
WATTAT o A Siael vere fonam Sfia STegsit 1 St 1 3R v
HadTAdT U&TT T, siat sl aet a=1rer &1 31O feam, o Sfrat i
Tk gAY T gl Farm @ 38 JE gerdf # aikfa & ww A
g frar g1 3o oot & qf e, sreafer, s, arg, i,
feemrd, wda, A, sitwfer, aeaufa, uey anfe ere warfza 31 5 wadr
&7 IRISET geref & GTATTAT 1 77 @ g 8. 8 weft & S
T JIAT EIAT &
qaf & T Shafd FwRE &7 g2f|
I3 92 foraa uRfSaa w01 2
31T EF S H JEH WHTIAT g1 Teh VHT TG0 ¢, Rk g, IR
&.foraen vTaa e el g Fr mfta w3 g
3UGaE A UTpfaeh o, aryg R it &1 oegw maoes aarm
AT &1 9T & T dqd Shiaet T&TeT i §1 ATeIa g« g1 a7 fhe sfhia-
STAGHT 7 Sraet a1 gaii-atet &1 e a1 Ig-wfage &1 sfaa g
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forelt 1 oft SfareT g1 STerarg 3R siwfear gAY 3ifeade & geam
FI § SHRT 37YaeE H STeai@d fomar I -

ofeeifa o i AfaY goe geid feEasom|

37T AT VT AT R AT T | *
ST aryg A et 1 sreew v fAfdse frar g1 I et aqa
SHaeTer 3T T TAT TWS & 3T ST, g AT e H
afefer ufe] ereel & smaeTes affa g
qoet 1 off gEAuE Fr afR¥fer Hr 3uAT yar Fr 7% F1 g F faew
ot gT AT B I/ AT 97 3R AT TEAUE H Tk A I & T@T
UT STaeT 3UTeYd ¥ 37udde # SHHT 3ol UTqd 2lar ¥ i -
3dRrEsT uRera afgs{faeroual
ddTeeTeT 3Taad fBw a7 Afga 11’

A gy e Fr wIiRer oikfe F wv & gafoa g G
YA ATEHAT T TeHTT T THIRN BT § | 38 Tl 9 FF & qahrer
U I gTie; hr 31T T 3T 1T §1 TF I aRfawT 7 ga g3
sfY TIeTor 0 FIAT § 78T FW T §2 3W 3Udae H guve foar
TP—'IT?':-

TEAT HHE 3 THTLYRTT THATHA F9T: 3T |

TR refafa groresrd ar &Y offA: qaua gurgi 1’
3T o1, 37TATTE T THUGTHT T TIHT ek g SHael Yar Hel
ATl gAY T sEATors T uieefy & g/ e &
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TEYgFd F HTAN dfe KT ¥ i # g3ATgHAT Fr Jqar
AT T TTONATS & 9 ATAHeATT Td Y[IslTd &M | ATd T Tehid
& AU FART Heldolel Td dRIdAT HAGTY AT F3 & fordr
3 3eIdieiied qdraddT & Ufd I 3THATE 4,31 3eIglel I
STiaat &1 o 371k Gl T a1 T KV 3Tfe 3UaT 3e1eh ATH
AT F AT T AHSIr R srrEd 7 gftEdEa, e,
8T Y., I F JAT: 1T A1 fAfAeTer Gepal T Saar AT =T §
qAT IEAA 31ATq %8 sl T Fiuar 3r2Tq dier 3nfe = 7
HTAT 2T E|

e %I AR ITUR ATHST & dAT & 38T F TATT AT T T319T
T Sfraet s AT 7 3T g 71 e & geufaat fr fFar w=
3HYET 3e7g ST gt T @ Fodar o g FT bl g1 FAIfh
ST 3eTehT T I A 3T 317 HaTT 1 U9 F Hehed e T
AT FIT ¥ -

urfeiaT feaam: wera 3o 39 I Hem

eI TTETON JHEA o HaeIdaed: |1 °
dfesr ®W g TuT & IR o & afe oRiFufa & gages #
AT @A § Al UYIRE T AGT AT R GIHIR T
g forad ured 7 FHE off 929l HeRT 3erera off radag # wrid
grarg o -

| H Gl 920 GHAET 6 TET. |
| 41T -0 AT GOhid TG0 g lawT SEfa 117

® srerddE 1168
7 g 2263

D

)
a
R



RNI : UTTMUL00029 ISSN : 2347-9892

afesr smaf & I T 3o TR Fr fEaretwtar w1 oft s forar o

far o gere 3R ®
37t qepatt &1 e st #F et ¥ fo=m arar §1 g # fewor
el aTel T 3RO # A=T0r et arel T ATAT # fa=ror #3a arer
qa;ﬁsﬁaawﬁﬁmpﬁwﬁmgmm
39T F IHTAR AT W HRUEF YLt Y T & & ARan
AT F ATk 3T 97 Salfe &d AGd fAT &7 fYFR AT A Fad
&Y 3o 31U 3T ¥ AR
JHTIAROTAT.qRI&EY FeT aa) f3am|

4T !;'CI'Uﬁ': ?EI;FITH'QT@'II ?
g YR d¢ HATT IONATT % 9fd 3ifgar 3R 9 &7 o719 9410 @)
T T2l T T ¥
TATEROT GI&TT o fo 8 Yo & w2t 1 fandr arar g frerg a=it <hr
3TARAT 3T 2 J&T T TEAAT A & TGUOT I AehT ST Fehell 8.7
g & fg ganm ¥ srdae # 2 % ga A vt Fravter B
ST UGHUT T 5T et H HETAS gl Hehell & -

HETITIEYT Y0 AT o Ceg&arufa| |

AT  FEHE, UTehe, Nuer WX ey U9 ot § 3qU=sT gt 8.9
JUTRMY U Yk iTwelT gAeh! aTqe gt 3 & -
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HTATGT AGHHY FISHT AT T
U T gHATHIAUUTHZAY |1
3T B Fd vdd # AU sreliste AYF F AR W AfE A ¢
Y| #H Y 28T T S FIAT |
HYHAE A YGTOT fAae FRH H GF T 9gd AGIIq0r GATT
uTqd &1 G Fr o g stenfe & ugmor w @dqH7 AT -
3 g fea ofd qur wanf fersgar=i|
anfeaar yddsrat feEever srevegr |
AT T TIE-ITIC FHAA THA0T I6F Tl % TGUUT FHY 9
e T AN B
g e sitafe rda oy anfe W wpfas #ReF § S wateRor @
YGIUT 1 §T I § 31T FelJolel 1T T H HEIIeh g g1 Tafawor
I G ford Tt # §Y ATea Sfaet, e o1 3fe &7 Georet § it
yhfa €1 Sfiaet hr Harerer & ® H GIATTAT I Tk ol oo g

omrereff
a4 TF JATHIOT [T,
#EfS miofer gea @ dAfeer rEfReaea sest
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Importance of Commentators in Kalpa 'l ext:

On Narayana, the Commentator on Sankhayana Grhyasiitram
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Abstract

In Vedic and classical Sanskrit literature commentaries are used to understand
meaning of words, particularly when they are in Sitra form, supplementing the
interpreted meaning with additional information on that very subject. During Gupta
era, backed by royal initiatives, the Vedic Dharma was recollected and reformed to
make it free from the Buddhist influences, Komarilbhatta proved and established the
Veda logically and there was a great exploration to understand and make the
society understand the Veda. For these purpose Bhasya, Tika, Vartika etc. were
developed to propagate the inner meaning of the Vedic rituals. This is the time when
the great commentators like Skandaswami, Yaska, Sayana and Narayana became
Sfamous. Naravana was famous for his commentary of Rgveda. His important
commentary helps to understand the inner thought of Grhyasiitra as well as
Srautasitra of Kalpa, the sixth Veddnga. As a commentator the contribution of
Narayana on Grhyasitra especially on Sankhéayana Grhyasitra with some relevant
references is our main thrust area. The household rituals and their performing
procedure etc. are mainly discussed in this Grhyasitra. The commentator played
important role to explain the ceremonies properly. Which areas Sankhdyana
mentioned only in a brief Sitra, Narayvana elaborately explained and gave other
references in his commentary to give them more concrete, pragmatic and applicable
format.

Key Words: Vedangas, Kalpa, Bhasya, Grhyasiitra, Sankhayana, Narayana

! This paper is derived from the on-going M.Phil. level research carried out under the supervision of
Professor Krishnakali Bhattacharyya of Rabindra Bharati University. The author wishes to
acknowledge the guidance provided by Professor Bhattacharyya and the encouragement extended by
the mentors and other members of the research team of the Asiatic Society of India.
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1 Introduction:

Most of the primary and secondary texts of medieval and ancient Indian literatures
are explained their inner meaning, thoughts through comments of ancient
commentators of that subject. The word commentary means Bhasya, Tika, and
Vartika etc. In Vedic and classical Sanskrit literature commentaries are used to
understand meaning of words, particularly when they are in Sdatra form,
supplementing the interpreted meamng with additional information on that very
subject. In Vedic literature commentary is known as Bhasya. The author of
commentary called Bhasyakara. Usually Bhasyakara provided verification,
acceptance or rejection of the text as interpreted, with reasons to arrive at proper
conclusion.

At Gupta era ‘“Vedic Dharma’ raised up highly. Then the Gupta Empire, titled with
‘Paramabhagavata’ recollected the Vedic Dharma. After Buddhist period when
KOmarilbhatta again proved and established the Veda logically then there was a
great exploration to understand and to make the society understand the Veda. For
these purpose there were need to go into the proper meaning of that literature. Then
the great commentators like Skandaswami, Yaska, Sayana and Narayana became
famous. Some commentaries are lost and some are only mentioned in other’s
literature as reference.

Vedic literature is a vast area including Samhitds, Aranyakas, Brahmanas,
Upanisadas and Vedangas. Among the notable Vedic commentators Narayana was
famous for his commentary of Rgveda. His important commentary helps to
understand the inner thought of Grhyastitra as well as Srautasotra of Kalpa, the sixth
Vedanga. As a commentator the contribution of Narayana on Grhyasatra especially
on $ankhayana Grhyasatra with some relevant references is our main focusing area.
The household rituals and their performing procedure etc. are mainly discussed in
this Grhyasdtra. The commentator played important role to explain the ceremonies
properly. Which areas Sankhayana mentioned only in a Sttra, Narayana elaborately
explained and gave other references in his commentary to give them more concrete,
pragmatic and applicable form.

The remaining discussion in this paper will be organized as follows: Section 2 will
discuss the importance of commentary in the context of Veda, Vedangas and Kalpa,
section 3 will elaborate on Bhasya (commentary) and Bhasyakara (commentator),
section 4 will talk about the important Bhasyakaras of Kalpasttras and specifically
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Grhyasttra, section 5 will focus on the contribution of Narayana on Grhyasdtra
especially on Sankhayana Grhyasitra. Finally, section 6 will conclude the paper.

I1 Veda, Vedangas, Kalpa and Bhasya:

India is a replica of the whole world. From the early period of Indian culture India is
rich in its heritage and we find a clear picture of the social and spiritual life of
ancient India from the remains of the ancient literature, Veda. Veda is the earliest
literature of India and also of the world. It is so called because any written document
1s proving of any literature. Though Veda was the oral literature but that was the first
written literature also. Actually Veda or Vedic literature 1s not a single literature.
This is a literature which was written in Vedic language, an ancient and very
technical language. The word Veda derived its origin from Gytjanarthaka Vid dhatu
ghain pratya. So the literature which produces knowledge is called Veda. Area of
Veda or Vedic literature is vast. It is divided into four major sections - Samhitas,
Brahmanas, Aranyakas and Upanisadas. Each one of the four Vedas, viz., Rk-
Sama- Yajuh and Atharva and their branches have their individual Sambhitas,
Brahmanas, Aranyakas and Upanishads. But this literary knowledge was not so easy
to access or understand properly to the common people and was full of inner
meaning and significance. So, there was need for some auxiliary source of
knowledge which could help to understand the thoughts and messages of these
Vedic texts. In a chronological sequence next evolved the Vedanga literature.
Vedanga literature is of six varieties: Sikshﬁ, Kalpa, Vyakaranam, Niruktam,
Chandas and Jyotisa. It 1s said that:

Siksha Vydkaranam Chando Niruktam Jyotisam Tathd. (Patafijali)

Panini’s description of Vedangas says:

Candah pddau tu vedasya hastau kalpoatha pathyate.

Jyoisamayanam caksu niruktam Srotramucyate.

Sikshd ghranm tu vedasya mukham vyakaranam smrtam.

Tasmat sangamadhityeva brahmalokam mahiyate.

All Vedangas have different contribution. Among them Kalpa, the sixth Vedanga is
most important for performing Vedic rituals, customs and sacrifices. Max Muller
translates Kalpa as “the ceremonial”. Kalpa is divided into four sub sections. They
are Srautasttras, Grhyasitras, Stlvasatras and Dharmasiitras. Srautasttras form a
part of the corpus of Sanskrit Sutra literature. Grhyasttras are the domestic
ceremonies. Stlvasttras deal with the mathematical methodology to construct
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geometric for Vedic rtuals. Dharmasutras are text dealing with custom, rituals,
duties and law. So these fields of study focused on procedures and ceremonies
associated with Vedic rites and practices. However, given the precise esoteric ways
the Sttras were composed without any further elaboration the instructions were
difficult to decipher. Bhasyas are the interpretations of Suitras, which helps to realize
the significance of these rites and rituals. The word commentary means Bhasya,
Tika, and Vartika etc. Though we know Bhasya, Tika, Vartika have different
definitions but fundamentally they all refer to different types of commentaries. In
Vedic and classical Sanskrit literature commentaries are used to understand meaning
of words, particularly when they are in Sutra form, supplementing the interpreted
meaning with additional information on that very subject.

I Bhasya and Bhasyakara:

The Indian tradition strictly followed certain guidelines in preparing a Bhasya. A
traditional Bhasya would, like modern scholarship, name the earlier texts (cite) and
often include quotes from previous authors. The author of commentary called
Bhasyakara. Usually Bhasyakara provided verification, acceptance or rejection of
the text as interpreted, with reasons and including proper conclusion. The term
Bhasya literally means "speaking, talking, any work in the cwrent, vernacular
speech". The term also refers to, states Monier-Williams (2008 version), any
"explanatory work, exposition, explanation, commentary" that brings to light
something else. A Bhasyakrtais the author, and these words are related to the
root Bhasa which means "speak about, describe, declare and tell". A typical Bhasya
would be an interpretation of Stutra or other classical work word by word. It can also
consist of word by word translations and the individual view point of the
commentator or Bhasyakara.

The title of the commentary works sometimes include the title of the text
commented on, using the suffix Bhasya like Sayana Bhasya, Narayana Bhasya etc.
In ancient period there were several commentators of four Vedas. But due to
inadequate conservation maximum commentaries are either permanently lost or
partially retrieved. Among the earliest known Bhasya along with Patafjjali’s
Mahabhasya of 2ndcentury BCE and Sabara Bhasya of Mimamsa school of
Hinduism, dated to have been likely composed between 100 BCE to 200 CE, but no
later than 5th century. Vasubandhu’s Abhidharmakosa- Bhasya is a famous
Buddhist literature Bhasya.
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v Important Commentators ot Grhyasutra:

At Gupta era “Vedic Dharma’ raised up highly. Then the Gupta Empire, titled with
‘Paramabhagavata’ recollected the Vedic Dharma. After Buddhist period when
Komarilbhatta again proved and established the Veda logically then there was a
great exploration to understand and to make understand the Veda. For these purpose
there were need of something to understand the proper meaning of that literature.
The tendency of understand and making understand became very popular at the time
of Kumarila -Samkara and at that era the great commentators Skandaswami, Yaska,
Sayana and Narayana etc. became famous. Some commentaries are lost and some
are only mentioned in other’s literature as reference.

Contribution of commentators in Kalpasttras is very important and significant. The
famous commentators of Kalpa are:

Commentators of Asvalavana Grhvasiitra:

1. Bimalodayamala commentary of Jayantasvami. This oldest explanation was end
of eighth century.

2. Bhasya of Devasvami. He wrote his commentary both on Asvalayana Grhya and
Srauta. Garganarayana mentioned Srauta commentary and commentator Narayana
indicate the Grhya Bhasya separately. Time was 1000 AD- 1050 AD.

3. Narayana-Son of Dibakara of Naidhuva family. His time was 1100 AD. His
commentary is very famous and published.

4. Haradatta’s Anabila Tika. His commentary was very famous among Sanskrit
commentary. He was also the commentator of ‘Padamanjari’, explanation of Kasika.

He either from Dravida or was familiar with Dravidian culture. His time was 1200
AD.

Sankhyavana Grhyasiitra: Commentary of Narayana.

Commentators of Paraskara Grhyasiitra:

1. Karka-
11. Jayarama
1. Harithara
1v. Gadadhara
v. Visvanatha

Boudhayana Srautasiitra-Govinda Svami

Apastambha Paribhasasiitra- Kapardisvami (Bhasya), Haradatta (explanation)

Vadhula Srautasiitra- It has one Tika.
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Bharadvaja Srautasiitra also has commentary. Etc. almost every sections of Vedic
literature have different commentators.

Here we mainly focus on commentary of Narayana on Sankhayana Grhyasitra.

\% Narayana on Sz’mkhziyana Grhyasiitra:

Among the famous Vedic commentators Narayana was one of the famous
commentators of Rgveda. His important commentary helps to understand the inner
thought of Grhyasitra as well as Srautasiitra of Kalpa, the sixth Vedanga. As a
commentator the contribution of Narayana on Grhyasiitra especially on Sankhayana
Grhyasutra with some relevant references is our main focusing area. The household
rituals and their performing procedure etc. are mainly discussed in this Grhyasutra.
The commentator played important role to explain the ceremonies properly. The
areas which Sankhayana mentioned only in Sttra, Narayana elaborately explained
and gave other references in his commentary.

Narayana: Narayana was one of the Rgveda Bhasyakara who helped Skandaswami
to compose the commentary of Rgveda. Venkatamadhabha mentioned in
commentary of Rgveda that Skandaswami, Narayana and Udgitha written one
commentary in sequence.

According the word ‘Kramat’ 1t 1s guessed that Narayana might be written the
middle part of the Rgveda commentary. Though there 1s no strong prove but some
people think Narayana, father of Madhava, commentator of Samabhasya and that
Narayana are same person. Both of them are from Seventh century of Bikrama
Sambvatsara.

According to Rgveda Sankhayana Grhyasttram was written by the Sarkhayana.
This was of Sankhayana branch of Rgveda (as Rgveda have so many branches.) and
Sankhayana Suyajfja was the author. Suyajfija was his name and Sankhayana was his
family name. According to Caranbyuha it is declared that this Sttra text was written
at Gujarat.

Uttare Gurjare Dese Vede Bahvr C Iritah.
Kaousitaka Brahmanaijca Sakha Sdﬁkhdyam‘ Smytd.

Caranbyuha, Dvittya Kandika.
This Grhyasttra have a famous commentary of the great commentator Narayana
who was also a great scholar of Gujarat. His commentary is very useful to

understand the meaning of Sankhayana Grhyasatra. He explains several technical
terms which are just mentioned in Sttras. Here are some instances:
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In the first part of first chapter of Sarkhayana Grhyastitram Sttrakara mentioned
about Adhana (setting fire) only that when that should be set up but Narayana
explained who can set up this sacred Grhya fire and who cannot. Sarnkhayana said
only “Abhisamavatsyarmano Yatrantyam Samidhmabhyadadhyat
Tamagnimindhita.” Narayana said:

Pitra datt@athava bhrdatra vdca caanyena yasyu tu.

Kanya bhatsamavatsyrnnadadhita sa netara iti.

According to a Karika given by Narayana and the Karmapradipa (I, 6, 13). the
prescription of this Sttra regarding the time for the kindling of the sacred fire refers
exclusively to the case of vagdana (betrothal). In the Karika it 1s stated that if the
betrothed girl dies after the fire has been kindled, but before the marriage, the
sacrifice 1s not to forsake his fire, but to marry another girl; if he cannot find a bride,
he should make the fire enter into himself according to the rules given by
Sankhayana-Grihya V, 1, and himself become uttarasramin, 1.e. enter into one of the
two final Asramas (Oldenberg 1878).

There are several other passages in which Narayana himself mentions the fifth book
under the nomenclature of Pariseshadhyaya. We cannot conclude anything from
these introductory remarks without mentioning the later additions appended to the
end of the original body of the Sankhayana-Grihya-sttras. There are unmistakable
indications that the fifth and sixth books are later additions. The fifth books
designated as a parisistha in a Karika quoted by Narayana:

parisistad avasathye parvandtikrame karuh

Vaisvanarayagnaye kagnaye tantumate tatha.

Narayana’s commentary is very easy to understand and he expresses the whole
things very clearly. In his commentary some kakikas have been found. From his
Bhasya we find a clear description of Grhya rules of Sankhayana which reflect the
socio cultural picture of that time. His language is very simple but logically
transparent. In case of a number of other popularly accepted commentaries on the
same 1ssue the arbitrariness of expression lead to misunderstanding of the inner
significance of the rites and made the entire exercise meaningless. Oldenberg (op
cif) first brought out the first edition of Sarnkhayana Grhyasitra in Indische Studien
Vol. XV PP I-166 contains the text as well as German translation along with extracts
from the commentaries of Narayana and Paddhati of Ramacandra. He has taken up
the example of Narayana as an instance of clarity and perfection in contrast to this
entirely arbitrary and obviously misleading explanation which were unfortunately so
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frequently found in other commentators of Sutra. In his commentary Paddhati of
Ramacandra 1s found where needed.

VI Concluding Observations:

In this brief note an attempt has been made to discuss the contribution of Narayana
as a commentator on Sarikhayana Grhyasttra. The discussion started from the need
for adding comments to Sutra in the Gupta era when a revival of the ancient Vedic
tradition was attempted by the ruling dynasty to protect the traditional rites and
rituals from the Buddhist influence. As a guide book for daily rituals to be followed
in a household Grhyasiitra was very important source material and Sankhayana was
the proponent of a specific tradition. Since the Sutras composed by the Guru was not
expressed in a commonly understandable user-friendly language, hence the
commentators became very important to the society to form analytical opinion about
the specific purpose and methods of performing these rites. Narayana as a
commentator played a commendable role in this regards.
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In Uttarakhand, the establishment and propagation of Buddhism had started
from the time of Lord Buddha. Lord Buddha himself had gone to Ushirdwaj
mountain located on the banks of the Ganga river in South Uttarakhand®. Not only
this, but he had blessed the entire Uttarakhand Bhabar , from Govishaan(Kashipur)
to the banks of the Ganga with his feet®. Yuan Chwang mentions sermons given by
Buddha and a stupa being made in his memory in Govishaan®. According to
Divyavadaan, Lord Buddha had then reached uptil Strughn Nagar®. In the 70 century
AD, Yuan Chwang had found most Bodh Monks in Strugn as the followers of
Hinayanas.

Apart from this, various evidences prove the establishment of Buddhism in
Uttarakhand. It is said in Bodh Jatakas® that many Monks lived on Nandmool or
Nandmoolak hills which are a part of the Nandadevi peak of the Himalayas.
Therefore, in Garhwal, Badhaan pargana, covered by Nandadevi is called Bodhayan
which 1s Bodhaachal range (eastern boundary of Kedarkhand) as possibly
mentioned in Kedarkhand text’.We also come to know of the monastries of
Himvant and the social and religious conditions of that time from the Alambus,
Sornand, Ekpan, Nalinika, Mahavessantar and Amb Jatakas®.

By the 5" Century B.C, an influential centre of Buddhism had been
established on Ushirdwaj mountain. Sthavir Saadwasi Sambhoot was a disciple of
Anand who, in turn, was the favorite disciple of Lord Buddha. He had, in his
childhood, seen Lord Buddha and himself participated in the Second Council
organized in Vaishali in the time of Kaalshok. He lived on Ushirdwaj — Ahogang
mountain’. The Shepherd (Dharmaguru) of Ashoka, Sthavir Bhogliputta Tiss, who
was the speaker'® of the Third Buddha Council held in Patliputra, also lived on
Ahogang!'.
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Uptil the time of Ashoka, the propagation of Buddhism was limted mainly
to eastern India and Madhya Pradesh. Organised efforts had not been made for the
propagation of Buddhism in the Southern and Western parts of India and strong
steps had not been taken for the propagation of Buddhism in the hilly areas of
Nepal, Uttarakhand, Trigart(Kangra), Kashmir and Gaandhar. Therefore Bhogliputt
Tiss had sent Sthavirs to various parts of India and outside India after the Third
Buddha Council'2

Sthavir Majjhim led the group of sthavirs for the propagation of Buddhism
in Himvant" Kasapgott, Mulakdev, Dundbhisar and Sahdev sthavirs had gone
alongwith Majjhim sthavir'*. It is written in Mahavansh" that they had done
propagation in five states of Himalayas (Nepal, Manas (Kumaon region),
Kedar(Garhwal region), Jalandhar(Himachal), Kashmir or Trgart(Kangra).
According to Jayachandra Vidyalankar, it seems that they propagated Buddhism
from Chamba to Jaunsar and from Garhwal-Kumaon to Eastern Nepal'® . Out of
them, Kashyap Gotra (Kasapgott) Bhikshu'” got notable success in spreading
Buddhism in this area. His name is mentioned in Sanchi and Sonari Stupas and he is
called as the Preceptor(Aacharya) of the entire Himvant'® .

In this way, Buddhism was first spread in the foothills of the mid-himalayas
and the neighboring Shivalik mountains. This is also proved by the archaeological
evidences found here. Ashoka had carved 14 inscriptions in the memory of religious
sermons of Buddha in Kalsi (Dehradun) which are still present and he had also
demarcated an elephant as the symbol of the presence of Buddha. This proves that
during the entire Mawrya period (321-145 B.C), the south-western part of
Uttarakhand including Dehradun-Kalsi, had become a centre of Buddhism.
Cunnighum had seen statues of Buddha outside the ancient temples of Narayanshila
and Sarvnath in Mayapur, Haridwar” .In the same way, in Mordwaj*® , near
Kotdwar?! | in a place called Shigri, when excavation was done in 1887 by
Markham, then evidences were found of Bodh stupas being there and he found many
seals (mranmudraye) containing pictures of Buddha, statues of Buddha in terracota
and other such evidences regarding Buddha®* These archaeological remains are safe
in State museum in Lucknow. They are considered to belong to the 5% -8™ A.D.
When Garhwal university did excavation from 1979 to 1981 in Mordwaj, they also
found Kushaan era Bodh archaeological remains like statues of Buddha,
Bodhisattva, etc. According to Dr K.P Nautiyaal , a Kushaan era stupa was covered
with square wall and a vedika was made with designed bricks®® .
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We also come to know from the descriptions given by Chinese traveler Yuan
Chwang in the 7" centry AD of the presence of Buddhism in some parts of
Uttarakhand. According to him, he had seen the Bodh stupas made by emperor
Ashoka in Govishaan (near Kashipur)®* . This has been proved by the excavations
done by Indian Arcaeological Survey in 2003% . According to Walters, Buddha had
given sermons for one month in the place where a stupa had been built by Ashoka in
Govishaan. There were two stupas here, in which Buddha’s and Bodhisattva’s hair
and nails were kept®® .

Yuan Chwang had described Strugn Nagar located in the south-western
corner of Uttarakhand in his travel descriptions®” . According to him, this prosperous
city of Kudind had started becoming deserted in those days. In the south-east of the
capital, on the western banks of Yamuna, there was a huge Bodh Monastery. Even
at that time there was a stupa over here made by Ashoka Near this stupa, were many
other stupas , in which there were remains of Buddha, Sariputra and Modgalayan
ahartas®® . It is here that Yuan Chwang had studied while staying with Bodh
intellectual Jaigupt?® . According to Divyavadaan, Lord Buddha had removed
Brahman Kumar Indra’s wordly attachment here®. Yuan Chwang tells about 5
Bodh vihaars in the famous Brhmapur nagar®' of the mid-himalayas also. But the
number of monks in them was less®. It is also necessary to consider that in the
places where Yuan Chwang had travelled in Uttarakhand, there Buddhism had
started declining. Shaiva community had, in those days, adopted a form
development of which later took place in Naagpanth. Vjrayaan had started sprouting
in Bodh Monasteries. Hinyani in Govishaan and Mahayani in Strughn, Brahmpur
had started losing their identity. The donation accounts of Sanchi and Bharhut tell us
that by the o century BC the sthavirs of mid-himalayas had attained the peak of
prestige in the Bodh society which continued till later. In the skeletal remains found
in the metal utensils from the Sanchi stupa, the names of sthavir Bhogliputt Tiss of
Ahogang , preceptor Kassapgot, sthavir Majjhim, Haaritiputra and Gotti(Kotsi)
Putra of Himvant are mentioned. We also come to know from the inscriptions of
Sanchi that Arhadutt, Singhagiri and Bhikshurakshit of Morgiri (presently the
mountain range around Chaukighaat and Kotdwar at the foot of which Mordwaj was
situated) had got their donations noted down. Not only this, in the donation
inscriptions of Bhaarhut also , it is found that the mother of Ghaatil , Jitmitra,
stupdas and Pushpa of Morgiri had donated for the construction of the stupas pillars.

From the inscriptions of Bharhut and Sanchi it 1s also found that
Chakramochika, his son Naagrakshit, daughter Naagrakshita and her husband, the
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emperor of Kudind, Dhanbhoot1 the first, had adopted Buddhism. From the
inscriptions of Bharhut and Mathura it 1s also found that Vraddpal, the son of
Dhabhooti the first and his second wife Vaatsi had great devotion for Buddhism.
This proves that Dhanbhooti, his family and descendents had contributed in the
making of stupas in Mathura, Sanchi and Bharhut®.

Because of the establishment of important centres of Buddhism in Ahogang
and Mayurgiri in Uttarakhand, the emperor of Kudind (200 BC-200AD) had also
developed faith in it and he had got printed Boddhivraksha, Chaitya, Triratna and
stupa on their currency®. This process continued uptil 4t century AD. Later
although the number of followers of Buddhism had declined but a round terracotta
shield with 12 small pictures of Buddha in sitting position were found. This proved
that a section of public still had faith in Buddhism™.

So we see that by the 8 -9™ century AD , lot of propagation of Buddhism
had taken place in Uttarakhand. But after this, as a result of the efforts of
Shankaracharya(788-820 AD) for the upliftment of Brahman religion, the Brahman
religion got a chance for reestablishment in Uttarakhand at the time of the Katyun
dynasty . Although Katyuri rulers seemed to be tolerant towards all religions but in
the Bageshwar inscriptions, Bhudev, the son of Lalitshoor had been called
Parambuddhshramanripu( enemy of Buddhism followers)*®. This proves that from
the later part of the 9thcentury Buddhism had started declining in Uttarakhand due to
the lack of State support.

After the death of Harsha(647 AD), the states of the mid-himalaya Garhwal
and Kumaon had attained freedom. The successors of Harsha became weak. In such
a situation, in 650 AD, Bhot ruler Estrong Gachan-Gasam-Po established his right
over Garhwal and Kumaon®’. On the basis of this incident, it can be said that this
part of the Himalayas , by 850 AD , became dependent on Lahasa®®. Due to the
adoption of Buddhism as the State religion by the great ruler Khee-Estrong-Elde-
Bachan or Estrong-Bachan-Gasam-Po(755-797 or 804 AD), Buddhism got
patronage in this area and during this time many Bodh viharas were established
here®. Before the ending of the Tibetian rule by the rulers of Garhwal —Kumaon in
mid-9™ century AD, Buddhism was there in states within Indian boundary. Since
ancient times, the people of Tibet had religious-cultural relations with Uttarakhand
because of trade .Therefore the Maarcha, Jaad, Shoka castes living on the present
boundary were greatly affected by Buddhism. This is proved by the 10™ century
Buddha statues found in Mana, Lata(Niti valley)®.
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We come to know from historical sources that due to the ettorts of
Shankaracharya and lack of interest of his followers in Buddhism, the propagation
of this religion was halted for some time, but around the 11" 12" AD | it was once
again revived. At the time of the fall of Katyuri rule , the ruler Ashokachall of
Nepal(1191 AD-1209 AD) attacked Garhwal-Kumaon and captured it*. In the
Trishul inscriptions (1191 AD)*#® of Gopeshwar, Ashokachall is called
Abhinavbodhisatvaavtaar*® which proves that Buddhism got the complete
protection in the time of Ashokachall and he himself believed in Mahayana
Buddhism. Ashokachall’s Saamant Purushottam Singh (1190-1210 AD) was himself
a Mahayana follower and he had made a Bodh vihar in Gandhkuti for his grandson
Maanikya Singh and in that he had established a statue of Lord Buddha*. After the
death of Ashokachall in 1220-21 AD, Krachal Dev captured it after destroying
Baidyanath Kartikeypur. He was a follower of Buddhism despite being tolerant
towards other religions. This is proved from the words ‘“Param Saugat” (Param
Buddha)on the Krachaldev Baleshwar Copper inscriptions (1223 AD)*.

Thus, the presence of Bodh Monasterys and temples was definitely there in
this place till around the beginning of the 14Mcentury AD . This is proved by the
Karachal attack done by Muhhammud Tuglaq in 1338 AD* . Ibn Batuta has also
mentioned Karachal attack?” and talked about Jidiya (Chandi hill in Haridwar)and
Vaarangal nagar(Devalgarh). On the boundary of it at Sambhal was a Bodh temple ,
where Chinese and Tibetian travelers came to visit. In this attack the Tuglaqi army
destroyed it*® .

But after 11" -12™ AD, the decline of Buddhism had started in the interiors
and foothills of Uttarakhand . Because of the destroying of stupas and viharas , the
established Bodh statues in them had vamshed. Those few Buddha statues which
were safe due to some reason are found in the Dev temples of Garhwal and Kumaon
even today. But now they are not established in the form of chief Idol. The statues of
Buddha are found in Gopeshwar in Dharmachakra Mudra (in Gopeshwar museum)
8" century AD, in Tungnath and Reetheshwar(Kumaon) in Bhoomi Sparsh mudra,
in Badahaat in Shaakya muni mudra. In the nearby area —Buddha head statues in
Haridwar, Awlokiteshwar statues in Srinagar and Taradevi statues in Jakheta are
found. In the Kedarnath travel path, a small stupa of nala,has been safe because of
being linked to Raja Nal’s ancient tales . In the same way, a Bodh stupa (2™ BC) is
found near Sonapani and near Sudli monastery(Tanakpur), a pillar of Shung dynasty
1s found with Vaishtni, Boddhisattva (Naimtal Himalaya museum). In the same
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chain, 2 statues ot Buddha have been found in the remains of a Bodh monastery of
3" AD situated 30 kms from Pithoragarh on the banks of Saryu river.

The way in which the Buddhist places were converted into Shaiva
Brahman places 1s described in the local creation Manaskhand of the 13" 14"
centuries AD. In it Bodh Naag on Vainya mountain, Mahavishnu in the form of
Buddha on Pindarka Bodhini Sangam, Bodh pilgrimage in Rameshwar and
Bodheshshankar etc in other places are clearly described® . These were basically
Bodh places. The painter and poet Molaram of 18™ century AD has also indicated
towards this conversion in the descriptions of Badrinath statue™ . Tibetian Lama
also believe that the Badrinath statue was earlier there in Tholing monastery”" .

In 1965, an sitting , tall, beautiful , metal statue of Buddha was worshipped
by the name of Dattatreya in a temple near the Parshuram temple in Badahaat.
Below the statue, it is written in Bhot language that this statue has been dedicated by
Devbhattarak Naagraj. According to Rahul, this statue had been dedicated by
Naagraj,the son of king Khaar-De of western Tibet in the beginning of the 11%
century™ . On the Almora-Ranikhet highway in Golcheena, the Goddess who is
worshipped in the form of Narsinghi Devi , is actually the famous Goddess Tara
(Dolma ) or Ugratara of Buddhists™ .

Therefore, from the 3™ century BC descriptions of the religious propagators
sent by Ashoka who were led by Majjihim to the Himvant Pradesh and those of
Yuan Cwang in the 7" century AD uptil the 10™ century AD history of the Tibetian
and Kathyuri rulers of this place, it can be concluded that Buddhism thrived here for
at least 1000 years.

Based on the above evidences, if we analyze the present state of Buddhism in
Uttarakhand, then we find that the wave of Buddhism propagated by Lord Buddha
definitely reached these hilly states but could not largely affect the public life . Still,
even today, we can see the visible and invisible effects of the Mahayan, Vajrayan,
Sahajyan, etc communities on the worship approaches, God statues and beliefs . The
Vajrayan community has had a strong impact on the worship approach of the Naths
and Siddhas . Not only this, even today, we see the Bodh traditions in the people
coming from Upper Himalayas and border areas of Himachal Pradesh who settled in
Dunda and Bagori districts of Uttarkashi. And even today we find them rotating
Dharma Chakra and chanting the mantra “Om Mani Padmo Hom”.

As far as the question of devotion towards Lord Buddha is concerned, the
statues of Buddha which are established in the temples of Uttarakhand and the Bodh
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statue engraved in Dashavtaar pillar ot Lord Vishnu are worshipped just like other
Gods and Goddess.

The invasion of Tibet by China resulted in the migration of Buddhist
Tibetians to Uttarakhand . In the present time , five branches of Vajrayaan
community of Buddhism are seen-Sakyapa,Gelugpa, Kajyu, Nyingmapa and Bonpa.
In Dehradun, the capital of Uttarakhand, the headquarter of these branches is found
and the main monasteries are Shakyapa in Rajpur, Gelugpa and Nyingmapa in
Clementown, Kejyupa in Sahastradhara and Bompa in Manduwala. Apart from these
the monasteries are- Shakya in Doonda, Bagori (Uttarkashi), Maanduwaala , Vikas
Nagar, Herbertpur, Laldhang, Geluypa in Mussoorie, Doonda, Nainital, Kajyu in
Gwaldam, Almora, Pithoragarh, Nyingmapa in Mussoorie, Haldwani** .
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Agenda of ‘Make in India’ in Indian Education System
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ABSTRACT:

India is in throes of reviving its high growth trajectory through Make-in-India
campaign. Education policy has therefore become a critical link in this campaign as it
would upscale Human Development Index (HDI) and improve employment opportunity
of'around 10 million additional workforce who seek jobs every year. This paper takes
an overview of the high power committees to improve private industry participation
and foreign collaboration and strongly advocates the need to increase government’s
commitment towards allocation to education, increase thrust on research and
development, and to abdicate the ideological slug fest in order to realize the immense
potential that a high global connect provides.

Keywords: Make in India, HDI, Foreign collaboration.
Introduction

Although education has been a priority sector almost close to a decade,
somewhere there has been negligible will to bring in much change in the system. Prime
Minister Modi‘s independence day declaration of ‘Make in India’ has in a sense
articulated India’s aspirations to be a global leader in the near future. This dream can
be achieved only if there is an alignment of vision for skill development, higher education
and research with the overall economic agenda. The Vision clearly outlines the
architecture that would create a high quality, yet equitable and affordable Indian higher

education system that is not just the best in the world but the best for the world.
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Economic development, inclusive growth and high employability are
significantly linked to education policy of a country. Beginning with Kothari
Commission (1966) with its emphasis on science & technology and research to National
Policy on Education (1986), several committees during the last decade have advocated
for greater foreign collaboration, public private partnership and improvement in quality.
Three important committees have addressed the issue of private sector participation
and the modicum for achieving better global connectivity and quality improvement in
the higher education sector.

Ambani Birla Report (2000) : Ambani-Birla envisioned creation of a knowledge based
society, which will induce competitiveness while fostering cooperation. The report
championed the principle of use-pay policy supported by loan schemes and financial
grants for economically backward section. It strongly recommends legislation for new
private universities in the field of science and technology, management and finance
area. The report pitched for foreign direct investment while limiting into Science,
Technology and Research. Moreover excessive regulations was sought to be dispensed
with while emphasizing that the government should play the role of a facilitator.

Knowledge Commission (2009) : Some of the striking features of the Knowledge
Commission are to spur growth of private and foreign universities and reduce role of
the state. The commission recommends expansion of the number of universities to
1500 in the country, and establishment of 50 national universities by government or by
private sponsoring bodies to be set up by Society or Trust or though Section 25 of
Companies Act. The commission strongly recommends reduced role of the UGC and
instead purposed establishment of an independent regulatory authority for higher
education (IRAHE) and an addition 1.5% of GDP to be allocated for higher education.
Narayan Murthy Report (2012) : It proposes enhancing research focused-through
dedicated funding for research sponsored doctoral programs, setting up centre of
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excellences in the form of technology parks, developing new knowledge clusters &
up-gradation of 75 top of the class universities, with investment ranging from Rs.175
to Rs.200 crore per university. The committee has recommended creation of 20 world
class universities with investment of Rs.500crore per university and the targeted outcome
is the creation of 20 new national knowledge clusters through the public private
partnership. The estimated investment for the 5 year plan is of Rs.40000 crore with
government corporate partnership and creation of a council for industry and higher

education collaboration as a nodal agency.

The global economy is undergoing structural transformation: there will be need
for a workforce of 3.3 billion by 2020, increasingly in the services and capital intensive-
manufacturing sectors. The phenomena is also expected to play out in India — by 2020,
90% of India’s GDP and 75% of employment is expected to be Contributed by the

services and manufacturing sectors.

Biyani (2015) has focused on and discussed Quality Improvement in Higher Education
to Meet Challenges of Make in India. She mentioned that Education is the basic necessity
for the socioeconomic development of an individual and society. Since independence
it’s been facing challenges to establish strong education system. Though serious attempts
were made by ruling government in this regard but could not improve basic problems
faced by higher education system in India.

Challenges faced by India include inadequate infrastructure and facilities, large
number of vacancies in faculty positions, low student enrollment rate, outdated teaching
methods, declining research standards, regional imbalances in the growth of higher
technical institutions, declining student teacher ratio, inequitable excess to quality higher
education for students coming from poor families. This all has resulted in increasing

unemployment amongst youth leading to unexpected rush to grab opportunities in govt.
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sector. Time has now come to improve the standard of higher education and relate it
with requirements of govt., public sector, private sector and corporate world by
increasing academic connection with industry, incentives to teachers and researchers,
adopting innovative methods of communication, introducing PPP mode in the field of
higher education, proving need based and job oriented courses. The need for such
improvement has become all the more pertinent in ensuring success of Make In
India program of central govt. for which lot of emphasis is being laid on skill
development. Honorable Prime Minister,,s dream is make India as a hub for supporting
qualified and skilled manpower to other countries of the world.

Mahatma Gandhi said, “human beings themselves are the real wealth of the
nation, not gold and silver”. Human beings are both ends and means of economic
activities, hence are considered as a great asset of any nation. As compared to western
Countries where there is a burden of ageing population, India has unique window of
opportunity called ‘demographic dividend’ because India has a higher proportion of
working age population of 20-25 years. India’s abundance of human capital is attracting
the global economy towards it and is one of the reasons for the growth of FDI. With a

strong human resource any other challenge to economic growth can be face.

India, with its large workforce and increasing pool of higher education graduates,
is strategically positioned to reap the benefits of this shift. However, the ‘demographic
divided’ will be squandered unless India is able to create a “globally relevant and
competitive” higher education system that serves the requirements of both the domestic
as well as global economy. We believe that “globally relevant and competitive” in the

Indian context implies the following:
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» India prominently placed on the global higher education map in terms of
more globally-reputed Indian institutions, significant student and faculty

mobility, presence of / collaborations with quality international institutions

» India as a hub for talent that is able to drive competitiveness of the Indian

economy and is fit to work in or serve international markets

» A culture of research, innovation and entrepreneurship that can power high

economic growth in the country

While the Indian higher education system has made considerable progress in
terms of capacity creation and enrolment especially in the last decade, it lags significantly
in terms of “global relevance and competitiveness”. We believe the key gaps are as

follows:

» Low employability of graduates, driven by several factors including outdated
curricula, shortage of quality faculty, high student-teacher ratios, lack of
institutional and industry linkages, and lack of autonomy to introduce new and

nnovative courses.

» Low impact research output and patents filed given relatively low
government and corporate spending on research, insufficient doctoral students,
missing research focus and culture in most institutions, and lack of international

research collaborations

» Limited focus on entrepreneurship on campus as reflected in the fact that
there are few institutes that offer programs in entrepreneurship and have active

incubation / entrepreneurship cells
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» Complex regulatory requirements and hurdles, poor institutional governance

standards, and lack of professional management

Higher level of educational attainment leads to skilled, productive and efficient
work force which ensures standard quality of goods and services. Education is essential
to increase the productivity of human capital. Education is regarded as basis for the
foundation for employability. Education implies not only gaining knowledge but also
transforming that knowledge into application through vocational training and skill
development. Education enhances people’s capacity to work and their opportunities to
work; promoting innovation ensures work satisfaction and also increases productivity.
All these will lower unemployment, underemployment, reduce social inequality and

also encourages the flow of domestic and foreign investment.

We are of the opinion that “Make in India” should not become an export-oriented
strategy rather we need to create an environment that makes our firms able to compete
with the rest of the world and also encourage the foreign producers to utilize of our
human capital and there by create employment opportunities. It also involves
establishment of a stronger sustainable unified domestic market as when the external
demand is affected or reduced, we have to produce for internal market. Further, the call
should energize all people to become educated entrepreneurs — smart, skilled and
synergetic. Our educational institutions must become socially more responsible
balancing career-focus and research-focus. The quality/assurance of this education
should be based on accessibility, affordability, universality and measurability of both
inputs and outcomes. The ultimate goal has to be to make people have national
competence and global relevance, meaning convergence of transformational education

and transnational education, and balancing of academics with advocacy and praxis.
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PM Modi’s main concern is with the manufacturing sector which accounts for
14-16% of GDP with 85% of employment in unorganized sector, with a ‘missing
middle’. This is unlike manufacturing hubs in Korea, China, Germany and Japan where
50% of the firms are large with benefit of economy of scale and 20% are SEMs. Value
addition in global value chain for India was only 1% in 2009 as against 9% by China
and Germany. National manufacturing Zone (NMZ) 2011 policy is limping big time in
the absence of Centre State synergy, tardy land acquisition and long drawn environmental
clearance. Subir Gokran has rightly observed that increase in Incremental Capital Output
Ratio (ICOR) from 3.1% (2005-2006) to 5.9% (2012-2013) is largely attributable to

supply constraints like power-coal imbalance and in ordinate project delays.

For Improving a Country’s Manufacturing Capability the quality of workforce
would be critical. Prof. Solow, a Nobel Laureate, in his seminal paper had brought out
the importance of Total Factor Productivity (TFP). His equation Q=A * KA L4 where
Q is the production function, A is the level of technology and scale, K & L are factors
of production A & 4 are factor efficiency has demonstrated how US has become the

premier technological hegemony after the second world war.

Provisions for Education in Budget 2015-16:
» There are some provisions to promote the education sector in 2015-16 financial
years,, budget
» Establishment of new IITs, I[IMs, and AIIMS to boost capacity in such institutes

of excellence
» Increased emphasis on skilling youth with employability and entrepreneurial
skills

» Address issues of quality in school & girl child education through specialized
schemes and creation of infrastructure

D
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» Allocation for teacher training in order to have a direct impact on the learning

outcomes of the students

» Simplification of norms to facilitate education loan for higher studies.

While we acknowledge that the Government has proposed and is also taking
several measures to improve the system on the above aspects, there are some steps it
could take to make the Indian higher education system a role model for other emerging
systems. Institutions, on their part, would need to adopt a transformative and innovative
approach across all levels of higher education: from curricula and pedagogy to the use
of technology to partnerships, governance and funding, to become globally relevant

and competitive. The government should also focus on:

» Providing a platform for policy advocacy and influencing reforms pertinent to

the industry needs
» Creating sustainable linkages between Industry and Academia
» Facilitating networking and knowledge sharing

» Promoting collaborative ventures in academic exchanges, industry oriented

research/ consultancy and value added services

» Advocating Internationalization of Indian Higher Education by organizing

overseas missions and sting foreign delegations in India.

Sudhir Kumar Sopory, vice — chancellor of Jawaharlal Lal Nehru University
said in a recent meeting- A ranking system in India is being launched, The government
has done a few things such as launching a program that allows us to invite people from
abroad at government expense which has made it easy for universities to invite foreign

faculty but we have not seen much enhancement in budgetary allocation and resources
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continue to be constraint. There is again an another opinion on efforts make in India-
The best way to estimate the reach and influence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,,s
campaign in higher education is perhaps to look at how some of the foreign universities
and global honchos have responded to the campaign.

Conclusion

Make-In- India campaign success however, would critically hinge on education
policy and allocational commitment of a country to bolster quality of primary and
higher education. India has been inordinately late in introducing universal access to
basic education as a fundamental right. However the RTE Act 2002 has acted as huge
catalyst in reaching out to all segments of the society. The major concerns are essentially

with regard to poor infrastructure facility, inept teaching and high dropout rates.

However India needs to embark on new educational policy which is devoid of
ideological fixation and foster industry academic interface, collaboration with reputed
foreign universities with government playing a pivotal role both in pre & primary stage
of education with adequate funding, for basic infrastructure and improve the quality of
teachers and teaching. As John Maynard Keynes observes “The difficulty lies not in
introducing new ideas but in replacing old ones”. Hopefully the new education policy
will abdicate obscurantism and Make India the super power of Asia through the Make-

in-India campaign.
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Abstract

Self-help group is self-governed, peer-organized and informal group of women
who have similar socio economic background and have desire for common
welfare. SHG is the group of micro entrepreneurs. SHG is one of program
launched by the government for promoting women entrepreneurship especially
in rural area. It is also considered as an effective way of tackling the problem of
poverty in the country. This paper presents a detailed theoretical investigation of
the role of SHG in women entrepreneurship.

Keywords: Self Help Group, Women Entrepreneur
Introduction

Women in India have to face gender discrimination at every step of their life.
They are the most vulnerable group of our society. In our society women is
considered as idle despite of their work which is spread throughout the day.
Generally they do not participate in decision making and even they do not have
right to express their opinion on matter concerning themselves.. On the status of
women P.B.Shelly quotes that “Can men be free if women be a slave. The United
Nation an international organization has observed the status of women as “Women
who belong to the half of the population, have performing two third of the world’s
work, received one tenth of its income and acquire less than one hundredth of its
property. This clearly shows that there is a lot of discrepancy when it comes to
the opportunities provided to male and female in the country. Now the question
arises that does this discrepancy impacts us as a society; what can be done to
remove this infirmity. Countries where this infirmity is present have not been
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able to utilize its full potential yet. This infirmity has attracted the attention of
policy makers and Governments all over the world. Women entrepreneurship is
one of the most noted solutions which can help in resolving the gender disparity
globally. Government of India also has been coming up with various tools and
schemes which promote Women Entrepreneurship. One of the most effective
tools in this regard has been Self Help Group (SHG). Though it is effective
across the country but has been considered as the most effective weapon in the
rural areas. It is also considered as an effective way of tackling the problem of
poverty in the country.

Need of Self Help Group

Self-help groups are referred to as self-governed, peer-organized and informal
group of people who have similar socio economic background and have desire
for common welfare. SHG is the group of micro entrepreneurs. It is a voluntary
and informal organization of women consisting of 15 to 20 women entrepreneurs.
This concept works on the principle of encouraging self- saving to later offering
them as loans of small portion to the group members. People having the same
background come and deposit their savings whatever they can save from their
earning to a common fund which is especially designed for the dynamic and
emergent requirement of the members. SHG (Bank Linkage program) is the India’s
own innovative program and this program is considered as the most effective
tool for poverty eradication and women empowerment. SHG is getting support
from NABARD, SIDBI and NGO. The total number of SHGs registered under
the NRLM program as on 31.3.2014 were 18, 64,742 and within one year SHG
registered the tremendous growth of 23.64% and reach the number of 23,05,513
as on 31.3.15. SHG with the membership of 120 million poorer people had
made it World’s largest microfinance initiative. SHG is running under the central
government scheme that is NRLM (National Rural Livelihood Mission). Prior
to NRLM it came under the SISRY (Swarna Jayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana).
Generally poorer people do not have any collateral assets which are a measure of
their creditworthiness. These things have excluded poorer people from the formal
financial institutions. This group is especially designed for those people who
cannot open bank accounts because of low and minimal saving. Arghya Kusum
Mukherjee, (2013) considered SHG linkage program is the emergent microfinance
initiative for the poverty eradication. This group is becoming very popular among
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rural women. Now SHG act as a middleman for providing loan between
government and rural women.

Objective of the SHG:

1. To generate saving habits in the rural women.

2. To develop decision making power among the women.
3. To make the women confident and self-reliant.
4

To build entrepreneurship spirit among the women, so that they can give
their contribution towards the economic growth.

5. To motivate the women to take the responsibility of family and group.

Review of literature

Simantini Mohapatra Bimal Kishore Sahoo, (2016) have an opinion that SHG
has a positive impact on women empowerment. Obtaining a loan through the
SHG institution is always easier than bank. SHG concept is especially designed
for the rural area, where the outreach of banking facilities is very remote. We can
see the success of SHG concept with the number of women entrepreneur in rural
area. (Basu and Srivastava, 2004; Ghate, 2007; Nair and Tankha, 2015; NABARD,
2015) have an opinion that SHG is an efficient model of micro finance.
Chowdhury, (2012) mentioned the two model for rural finance, one is SHG bank
linkage model and another one is Micro finance model, he preferred SHG model
because of the special advantages it comes up with. Klaus Deininger Yanyan
Liu, (2009) he argued the finding of pali. He was unable to see the impact of
SHG economically. Ranjula Bali Swain and Fan Yang Wallentin, (2009) have
said that government specially design micro finance scheme for women
empowerment. Measuring empowerment is not a simple task and it requires
continuous attention. Microfinance institution gives preference to women in
providing loan because they believe that women are more reliable borrower than
men. They also believe that investing in women capability will enhance the skill
of women which in turn will contribute in the economic growth. Ajay nair, (2005)
discussed the sustainability of self help group model in India. In India
sustainability of self help groups have been in suspect because they are run by
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the small group which has limited fund for the operation. NABARD has been
playing an important role in the foundation of SHG model. It helps through their
promotional and refinance program of SHG Bank linkage model. Initially this
program showed the slow rate of progress then the pace of rate of growth. We
have seen it with the outreach of rural area. Besides the achievement, there are
still question marks on its sustainability. Government should keep interest on the
factor of bottleneck of its sustainability. Papisetty Rama Mohana Rao, (2004)
studied the problem of micro enterprise run by the women. In micro enterprises
main problem is of access to credit. Besides access to credit there are many
hindrances which women faces in running an enterprise. Those hindrances are
inadequate infrastructures, lack of capital, high labor mobility and high default
rate of debtor. In the big enterprises access to credit it not a considered as barrier
when we compare it with the small firm.

Impact of SHG

Importance of the SHG model is reflected by its positive impact on poverty
eradication, income generation and empowerment of women.

Economic impact: Providing the financial assistance to the member of SHG is
the most lucrative feature of this program. This program builds the saving habit
among the poorer people which they can invest in future income generating
activities.

Impact on poverty: SHG emerged as the efficient tool of poverty reduction.
SHG is the function the microfinance program. SHG helps the women in
establishing a business. With the help of this program women are able to run a
business with having a minimal fund.

Gender specific impact: Government has designed SHG on the gender specific
perspective. In this perspective for making one SHG group women should have
at least 50% participation. Then only SHG will be formed. This concept started
with the quote “start with women”.

Social Impact: Main aim of this program is to inculcate the social values in
women. This provides a platform where women can participate in financial
literacy, social awareness and health related programs. We have seen the positive
trends of SHG in south India where marginal improvement in the economic
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condition of women has been noticed. It also reflects in the improved ratio of
female literacy, fertility rate and active participation of women in awareness and
development campaigns.

Conclusion

Now SHG does not just acts as financial intermediaries but have emerged
as a socioeconomic and political developer of the society. But to a great extent
success of SHG group is much dependent on effective management of public
policies. Public policy management includes factors related with macroeconomic,
trade and financial policies and gender specific policies. From the literature we
found that for a successful SHG group, it should be more widespread so that
credit flows at the bottom level become more reachable for economically poor
women.
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